The Stature of a Perfect Man
Part 1-Faith & Virtue

|l Peter 1:3-11

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly
life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory
and goodness.

4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by
evil desires.

5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge;

6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness;

7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection,
love.

8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they
will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind,
forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.



10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters,[a] make every effort to
confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you
will never stumble,

11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Faith
Strongs
Definition:
persuasion that is credence; moral conviction (of religious truth
or the truthfulness of God or a religious teacher) especially
reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstractly constancy in such
profession; by extension the system of religious (Gospel) truth
itself

Thayers

Definition:

1. conviction of the truth of anything, belief; in the NT of a
conviction or belief respecting man's relationship to God and
divine things, generally with the included idea of trust and holy
fervour born of faith and joined with it

a. relating to God

1. the conviction that God exists and is the creator and ruler of
all things, the provider and bestower of eternal salvation through
Christ



b. relating to Christ

1. a strong and welcome conviction or belief that Jesus is the
Messiah, through whom we obtain eternal salvation in the
kingdom of God

c. the religious beliefs of Christians
d. belief with the predominate idea of trust (or confidence)
whether in God or in Christ, springing from faith in the same

Hebrews 11
1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.

2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.

3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by
the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made
of things which do appear.

4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God
testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.

5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death;
and was not found, because God had translated him: for before
his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.



6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him.

7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet,
moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by
the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith.

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he
went out, not knowing whither he went.

9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs
with him of the same promise:

10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God.

11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive
seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age,
because she judged him faithful who had promised.

12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as
dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the
sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.



13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and
embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth.

14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a
country.

15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from
whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have
returned.

16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly:
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he
hath prepared for them a city.

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and
he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten
son,

18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:

19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the
dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to
come.



21 By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons
of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.

22 By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the
departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment
concerning his bones.

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of
his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they
were not afraid of the king's commandment.

24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;

25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;

26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of
the reward.

27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king:
for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.

28 Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of
blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them.



29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land:
which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were
compassed about seven days.

31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that
believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.

32 And what shall | more say? for the time would fail me to tell of
Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of
David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:

33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions.

34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others
were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain
a better resurrection:

36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea,
moreover of bonds and imprisonment:



37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted,
were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins
and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;

38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in
deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith,
received not the promise:

40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they
without us should not be made perfect.

73 Then God was made flesh and dwelt among us, in the form
of Jesus Christ, His Son, His creation. Then that Son gave His
life, and the Blood cell of God was broken, that the Life might
come out of the Blood, to us.

74 Through that Blood we are cleansed. And now our blood, our
life, which came by living through sexual desire, brought our life
in the world. The Blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us, changes

our nature, by sending upon us the Holy Spirit; then we become

into the Divine nature of God, then we become a dwelling place
for God. Jesus said, “At that day you'll know that | am in the
Father, and the Father in Me; | in you, and you in Me.” See?




75 Know how that God is in His Church. The Church is now
supposed to be taking the place of Christ, carrying on His
ministry. “He that believeth on Me, the works that | do shall he
do also. Yet a little while, and the world seeth Me no more:

yet you shall see Me, for | will be with you, even in you, to the
end of the world.” See? There it is, carrying on His work.

76 Now, God, or the Bible said here, that. Stephen spoke of
Solomon building a temple, “And the Most High don'’t dwell in
temples made with hands. ‘For Heaven is My Throne, and earth
is My footstool. And where is the place of My rest?’ ‘But a Body
has Thou prepared Me.” Amen. There you are.

77 “A Body has Thou prepared Me.” God dwells in the stature of
a man, reflecting Himself into that Being. Perfect worship! God
in us, being His Tabernacle, God manifesting. Oh, how we
could stay on that till you would almost suffocate in here, from
heat. Notice, that, God has always, at all time, reflected Himself
in man.

62-1014M - The Stature Of A Perfect Man

104 But, first, it’s got to be faith. Let me stay on that foundation
for a while. Now, faith is what you must believe. Faith is
what...“Faith is the substance of things hoped for.” It’s, you
already have it when you have faith, because it’s revealed in
faith. “Faith is the substance of things hoped for,” Hebrews 11,



see, “the evidence.” What is it? What kind of an evidence? A
holy evidence.
62-1014M - The Stature Of A Perfect Man

134 Now there’s where the thing comes in, this morning, we're
going to talk about now. All right. A house, this foundation is first.
What is the foundation of Christianity? Faith in the Word of
God. That's your foundation. Then you begin to grow. Then you
start, you begin to add to this foundation.

135 Now, building a house, you put your uprights and everything
else. Brother Wood, and some of these carpenters and
contractors here could tell us how you build your house. See?

But I'm going to tell you how to build your spiritual house, where
God can dwell. He wants to dwell in you. He wants to make you
like Himself. He wants you to be reflected, reflecting, rather, His
Being.

62-1014M - The Stature Of A Perfect Man

139 But so many of us try to do the works of Christ before the
reflection of Christ is in us. Now there’s the trouble. We find
those things happening. You know it. | know it. We see these,
stumbles along the road. We find the scrap heap of ministers, of
Christians, piled along the road, is because they didn’t go into it
right.




140 And that's why I'm here this morning,_is to try to teach this

little church, and myself, how that we can become the dwelling

place of the living God. How many like to be that? [Congregation

says, “Amen."—Ed.] The dwelling place of the living God!
62-1014M - The Stature Of A Perfect Man

Virtue
Strong's #703: arete (pronounced ar-et'-ay)
from the same as 730; properly, manliness (valor), i.e.
excellence (intrinsic or attributed):--praise, virtue.

Thayer's Greek Lexicon:
arete

1) a virtuous course of thought, feeling and action
1a) virtue, moral goodness

2) any particular moral excellence, as modesty, purity
Part of Speech: noun feminine

Relation: from the same as G730

You Shall have no other Gods Before me. Worship.

Philippians 4:7-9
7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things



are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things.

9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and
heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with
you.

2 Peter 1:2-4
2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of
him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

4 \Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust.

To have faith you Must Be Born Again.

211 But look at here, I'm trying to tell you, that, when that
quickening power comes into you, it’s Jesus Christ. When
Jesus laid His hands on the sick, they got well.

212 When Jesus had quickening power to quicken Him, as a
Man, He could look out and tell the thoughts that was upon the



people, tell them what they were thinking about, what they done.
Have His back turned to them, tell them the same thing, “Why
do you reason in your hearts?”

The woman touched His garment, He said, “Who touched Me?”
He looked around and found her, and said, “I perceive virtue has
gone out of Me. Your faith has made you whole.”

That's Jesus Christ. That proves that where the Church is,
and what the real quickening power of God does to the
human being. Do you believe that? [Congregation says,
“Amen."—Ed ]

65-0425 - God's Provided Place Of Worship

38 Worry has no virtue to it, at all. Yeah, just—just—just skip
worry, and accept faith.

39 Someone said, “Well, now, what if you're going to be shot in
the morning, wouldn’t you worry?” | said, “No, don’t think so.”

“Why?” | said, “Worry couldn’t do nothing but make me worse.”
“Well, what good is it going to do to have faith?” | said, “It might
deliver me.” And that’s right, see.

40 So worry has no virtue to it, at all, but faith has all virtue.
Believe! Now worry sometime cause it.

64-0411 - Spiritual Amnesia
Virtue Has no Fear, No Worry, No unbelief.




138 And when you got pure, unadulterated Faith, like your love
is to your companion, then you prove it by the way you act. You
ain't complaining no more, you know it's done, just walk along.

No matter what the thing look like, what anybody else says, you
know what's happened. You know that it’s finished; just as well
as you know you love your husband, as well as you know you
love...See, love and faith has to go together. They're kinfolks,
they love. Love produces Faith. God is Love

139 When Satan tempts us, we are to resist him in a Perfect
Faith in a Perfect Word, like Jesus did. The Word of God is
perfect. We're to have Perfect Faith in this Perfect Word, and
resist Satan.

140 Now we'll hurry, just as quick as we can.

141 By His Faith in—in His Word we (He conquers), we can
conquer anything: both death, hell, and the grave. that We know

that God is God, Perfect Faith in God’s Perfect Word, He
conquered everything that He come in contact with.

Death could not even stand in His Presence. Sickness could not
stand in His Presence. Flowing from Him was like rivers of
virtue, going out constantly, virtue going from His garment.
These people, laying in His shadows; step, put their finger on
His garment and was healed.



When that woman done that, then everybody wanted to touch
His garment, 'cause they seen that there was virtue going from
Him constantly, flowed like rivers. There He was, walking,
walking in a world with Perfect Faith, because He was the Word.

142 And now, “If ye abide in Me,” through Him, He brought the
Word to you; “and My Words abide in you,” then walk in the
same kind of a way: virtues flowing from you, the rivers of God’s
fountains of blessing just flowing out to the people.

See what | mean? And you're not bluffing it, you're not imagine
it. It's actually taking place, and you see it. If you're just
imagining it, that don’t do any good; but if it's really there, it
really happened.

63-0825E - Perfect Faith

140 And here’s, now, get this lesson. Here is what's wrong with
the—with the...l turn on for this. Here is what's wrong with the
Branham Tabernacle._You see, there is two different kinds of
faith. There is two different kinds of virtue, as | had it the other
day. Two different kinds of knowledge. Two different kinds of
temperance.

141 One thinks it's prohibition, they got. That ain’t the kind of
temperance that God is talking about. It's that ungodly,
uncontrollable temper you got, and things of that side, fast back,
fuss.



142 Patience, and so forth, there’s a mockery of it, a pretending
to be; a nature-given faith; a nature-given virtue. There’s a
nature-given temperance. All these things are nature given.

143 And the biggest part of our faith is mental faith. By hearing
the Word, it brings us to a mental recognition of God.

144 But if This, coming from Above, oh, brother, if It ever strikes
this, there is a godly spiritual faith. Then what does that faith
do? That faith recognizes only the Word. No matter what
anything else says. it only recognizes the Word, because,

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.” And the Word is still God. “And the
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.” And when the
Word Itself is pouring into our faith, our mental faith
becomes a spiritual revelation.

62-1104M - Blasphemous Names

136 This has to be first. And when you have faith, virtue,
knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, and brotherly love,

then the Holy Ghost comes down and seals you as a unit,
the same as He seals the church ages as a unit. The way He
makes His Bride is the way He makes His individual; made out
of same material, like Eve was made out of Adam, a rib from the
side.



Here is the things that you have to have first. You can’t

impersonate them. You can't imitate them. They've got to be

God-sent and God-born. Imitation only causes confusion.
62-1104M - Blasphemous Names

2 Don't forget now, always remember this, that these are the
things that build the servant of Christ. See, faith first, then virtue.
And now remember, the Holy Spirit cannot cap the building of
God until these things are operating by the Spirit. No matter
what you do, see.

Those are the things that builds the Body of Christ, see, those
things. Now, don’t forget that, that this here is first, is your faith.
Virtue, knowledge, and so forth, is to be added to i, until the
complete stature of Christ is made manifest, then the Holy
Spirit comes upon it and seals it as one Body.

These things must be. Therefore, Jesus said, “By their fruit they
are known.” See, fruit! You could not bear fruit without these
things to bear it in you.

And then when all this takes the place of worldliness and—and
ungodliness, and so forth, then all unbelief is cast out, then all
the things of the world is passed away, then there’s nothing but
a new creature in Christ.

And then Ephesians 4:30 says, “Grieve not the Holy Spirit of
God, whereby you are sealed to the day of your redemption.”



Sealed into the Kingdom of God! Now, don’t forget that. Keep

that in mind now, takes these things first. Then the sealing is

the Holy Spirit, the Cap that seals us into the Body. All right.
62-1014E - A Guide

Amen,
Communion

1 Corinthians 11:23-34

23 For | have received of the Lord that which also | delivered
unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was
betrayed took bread:

24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take,
eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in
remembrance of me.

25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had
supped, saying, this cup is the new testament in my blood: this
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.

26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do
shew the Lord's death till he come.

27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup
of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of
the Lord.



28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that
bread, and drink of that cup.

29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.

30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and
many sleep.

31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that
we should not be condemned with the world.

33 Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry
one for another.

34 And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come not
together unto condemnation. And the rest will | set in order when
| come.

Foot Washing

John 13
1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that
his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto



the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he
loved them unto the end.

2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God;

4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a
towel, and girded himself.

5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash
the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he
was girded.

6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him,
Lord, dost thou wash my feet?

7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What | do thou knowest
not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.

8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus
answered him, If | wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.

9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also
my hands and my head.



10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to
wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not
all.

11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye
are not all clean.

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his
garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye
what | have done to you?

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so | am.

14 1f | then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye
also ought to wash one another's feet.

15 For | have given you an example, that ye should do as | have
done to you.

16 Verily, verily, | say unto you, The servant is not greater than
his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.

17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

Amen,



