The Stature of a Perfect Man
Pt3 Patience & Godliness

2 Peter 1:4-10

4 \Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust.

5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue;
and to virtue knowledge;

6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience;
and to patience godliness;

7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness
charity.

8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that
ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar
off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.



10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never
fall:

Patience
Definition: Endurance, perseverance, patience, steadfastness
Meaning: endurance, steadfastness, patient waiting for.
Word Origin: Derived from the Greek verb OTropévw
(hupomend), meaning "to remain under" or "to endure.”

Usage: In the New Testament, Omropovr} (hupomoné) is used to
describe a quality of steadfastness and endurance, particularly
in the face of trials and difficulties. It conveys the idea of
remaining faithful and patient under pressure, maintaining one's
faith and hope despite challenges. This term is often associated
with the Christian virtue of perseverance, reflecting a trust in
God's promises and a commitment to His will.

Cultural and Historical Background: In the Greco-Roman
world, endurance was a valued trait, often associated with the
virtues of courage and fortitude. For early Christians, hupomoné
took on a distinctively spiritual dimension, as believers were
called to endure persecution and hardship for the sake of their
faith. This endurance was not merely passive but was an active,
hopeful waiting for God's deliverance and the fulfillment of His

promises.




360 So when you surrender your complete being, then the Holy
Spirit just pours through you, in these virtues, then you're a
living tabernacle. Then people look out and say,

“That’s a man full of virtue, knowledge (he believes the Word),
temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, full of the
love of the Holy Ghost. See, there he is, walking around.” What
IS it?

A stature that unbelievers can look at and say, “There is a
Christian. There is a man, or a woman, who knows what they're
talking about. You never seen a kinder, sweeter, godlier person.”
You're sealed. A seal shows on both sides. Whether you're
going or coming, you see the seal just the same. There you are.
See? When a man or woman possess this, then the
Capstone comes down and seals them into the Kingdom of
God, which is the Holy Ghost.

361 Then the Word, coming from Here, manifests ltself through
each one of these beings, see, and makes this complete Being
a Tabernacle of the living God, a walking, living example of
Christianity.

What Christ was, these people are, because His Life is in here.
They are in Christ. And their life is dead and hid in Christ,
through God, and sealed in there by the Holy Ghost. First



Corinthians 12. That’s right. See? You reckon yourself dead,
then you're born of faith. Then virtue and these other things is
added to you till you're a perfect, living image of God. That
wonderful?
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351 And now we’ve put the Blood of Jesus Christ in, see, and
that brings the faith of Jesus Christ, the virtue of Jesus Christ,
the knowledge of Jesus Christ, the temperance of Jesus
Christ, the patience of Jesus Christ, the godliness of Jesus
Christ,

the brotherly kindness of Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
which is Jesus Christ. He's the Head and controls you. And your
feet is the foundation, faith. Amen! Controlled by the Head,
takes the...?...There you are. There is the perfect man of God,
when he possesses these virtues.
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344 But when we, not in imaginary way, but prostrate ourselves
before a living God, a living virtue, a living knowledge, a living
patience, a living godliness, a living Power coming from a living

God, makes a living man a living image in the stature of God.

What's he doing? The same things that Jesus did; walking the

same way He walked, doing the same things He did. Because,

it’s not imaginary thing. There’s a reality that proves.
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James 1:3-5 Amplified Bible

3 Be assured that the testing of your faith [through experience]
produces endurance [leading to spiritual maturity, and inner
peace].

4 And let endurance have its perfect result and do a thorough
work, so that you may be perfect and completely developed [in
your faith], lacking in nothing.

5 If any of you lacks wisdom [to guide him through a decision or
circumstance], he is to ask of [our benevolent] God, who gives
to everyone generously and without rebuke or blame, and it will
be given to him.

62 “But we must fight if we must reign.” So we find out that the
Bride has to make Herself ready. “Be willing to lay aside every
weight that does so easily beset us, that we might run with
patience the race that's set before us.” We must lay them aside,
ourself. We can't say, “God. You come, lay them aside for us.”
We got to do that, ourselves.

62-0121E - The Marriage Of The Lamb

Revelation 3:10, “Because thou hast kept the word of My
patience, | also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which
shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the
earth.” What does He mean by the “word of My patience”?




Hebrews 6:13-15, “For when God made promise to Abraham,
because He could swear by no greater, He sware by Himself,
saying, Surely blessing | will bless thee, and multiplying | will
multiply thee. And so, after he had patiently endured, he
obtained the promise.”

You see the Spirit is speaking about the Word of God which is
given to us. To wait for the fulfilment of that Word required
patience even as it did in the case of Abraham.

He endured as seeing Him Who is invisible. He was patient and
then the Word finally was fulfilled. This is the way God teaches
His people patience.

Why;, if He fulfilled His Word in physical manifestations the very
instant you prayed, you would never learn patience, but would
become even more impatient with life. Let me show you this
truth even more fully set forth.

Hebrews 11:17, “By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered
up Isaac: and he that had received the promises (the Word of
God) offered up his only begotten son.” There it is: Abraham
was tried AFTER he received the Word of Promise.

Most think that as soon as we pray in Jesus’ Name over the
good promises of God that there could not be a trial. But here it
says that Abraham was tried after he received the promise. That
is exactly correct according to the Psalmist referring to Joseph,



105:19, “Until the time that his word came: the Word of the Lord
tried him.” God gives us exceeding great and precious
promises. He has promised to fulfill them. He will. But from the
time we pray until the time we get the answer we must learn to
receive patience into our souls for only in patience do we

possess life. May God help us to learn this lesson even as we
know the people of this sixth age learned patience. We read the
history of the lives of these great Christians; what a contrast we
see between their lives and ours for they were so patient and

quiet, and today we are all but overcome in over-impatience and
haste. He goes on to say to them, “Because you have taken my
Word and lived it, and thereby become patient, | will keep you
from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon the world, to
try them that dwell upon the earth.”

Now here again we see the overlapping of the two ages; for this
promise has to do with the end of the Gentile period which
culminates in the Great Tribulation. “l also will keep thee from
the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to
try them that dwell upon the earth.”

This verse is not a declaration that the true church will go into
and through the tribulation. If it meant that it would have said
that. But it said, “I will keep thee from the hour of temptation.”
This temptation is exactly like the temptation in Eden. It will be a
very inviting proposition held up in direct opposition to God’s



commanded Word, and yet from the standpoint of human
reasoning it will be so very right, so enlightening and life-giving
as to fool the world. Only the very elect will not be fooled.

The temptation will come as follows. The ecumenical move that
has started on what seems such a beautiful and blessed
principle (fulfilling Christ’s prayer that we all might be one)
becomes so strong politically that she bears pressure upon the

government to cause all to join with her either directly or through
adherence to principles enacted into law so that no people will
be recognized as actual churches unless under direct or indirect
domination of this council. Little groups will lose charters,

privileges, etcetera, until they lose all property and spiritual
rights with the people. For example, right now unless the local
ministerial association approves in many, if not most cities, one
cannot rent a building for religious services.

To become chaplains in the armed services, hospitals, etcetera,
it is now almost mandatory to be recognized as acceptable to
the trinitarian ecumenical groups. As this pressure increases,
and it will, it will be harder to resist, for to resist is to lose

privilege. And so many will be tempted to go along, for they will
feel it is better to serve God publicly in the framework of this
organization than not to serve God at all publicly. But they err.
To believe the devil’s lie is to serve Satan, even though you may



want to call him Jehovah. But the elect will not be deceived.
Furthermore, the elect will not only be kept, but as this move

becomes the “IMAGE ERECTED TO THE BEAST,” the saints
will be gone in the rapture. And this little delightful, winsome

movement that started out in fellowship at Ephesus will become
the monster of Satan that defiles and deceives the whole world.
For the church system of the Roman Catholic and the Protestant
in coming together will control the whole wealth of the world

system and force the whole earth into its religious trap, or will Kill
them, by refusing them the privilege of buying and selling
whereby they would make a living. This will be accomplished
simply, for the harlot’s daughters are all but gone back to her.

In the meantime, Rome has acquired nearly all the supplies of
gold. The Jews have the bonds and all the paper. At the right
time, the harlot will destroy the present day money system by
calling in all the paper, and demanding gold. With no gold, the
system falls. The Jews will be trapped and come into the
alliance, and the harlot church will take over the whole world.

An Exposition Of The Seven Church Ages - 8 - The
Philadelphian Church Age

Godliness



1 Timothy 2:9-11

9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;

10 But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good
works.

11 Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.

1 Timothy 3:15-16

15 But if | tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest
to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world,
received up into glory.

1 Timothy 4

1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils;

2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared
with a hot iron;



3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats,
which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of
them which believe and know the truth.

4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused,
if it be received with thanksgiving:

5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.

1 Timothy 4.6-8

6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou
shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the
words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast
attained.

7 But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself
rather unto godliness.

8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable
unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that
which is to come.

1 Timothy 6

6 Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own
masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God and his
doctrine be not blasphemed.



2 And they that have believing masters, let them not despise
them, because they are brethren; but rather do them service,
because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit.
These things teach and exhort.

3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
doctrine which is according to godliness;

4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and
strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil
surmisings,

5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of
the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw

thyself.

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.

7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can
carry nothing out.

8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.
9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and

into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in
destruction and perdition.



10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows.

11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.

2 Timothy 3
3 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy,

3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God;

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:
from such turn away. There is power in godliness, natural and
Spiritual.

6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead
captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,



7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth.

93 You can't say, “Now look, I'm supposed to have virtue, so [l
have virtue. I'm supposed to live godliness, so l'll just have it.”
Why, you're only trying to place feathers. Though they're in your
reach, but you can'’t put the feathers in the wrong bird. See? It
just won't work. And it only shows what a hypocrite that bird is.
See? Could you imagine an old buzzard trying to have couple of
dove feathers, say, “Looky here, see, I'm a dove™? See? Why,
we all know he’s a buzzard. See? See? That's all. We can tell
that he's a buzzard.

94 Well, now that’s the way it is, trying to—to manufacture
Christianity. You can’t do it. The first thing you've got to do, is
be born again. You've got to be changed. See?

And when you're changed, you become a new creation. Now
you're getting right, now. See? Now you don’t have to worry
about the feathers, it'll take care of itself, when—when you are
born again. Yes, sir.

95 Like I've always said. You take a—a hog, scrub him up and
put a tuxsailor suit on him, or tuxedo suit, rather, on him, and
turn him out there; he go right to a mud hole and wallow.



Cause, you see, it wouldn’t do any good. He’s a hog. That’s his
nature. Wallowing is his nature. You've got to change his nature,
and (he) the rest of it will take care of itself.

96 Now, notice. You must be born again, that is, changed.
There’s got to be a change.

97 You say, “Well, Brother Branham, | know this certain woman
over here, why, she never did do anything wrong. She’s a good
woman. Or, this such-and-such a man, he's a good man. He
never does anything. You know he doesn’'t harm anybody.” That
doesn’t mean one thing. He might make a good neighbor, but he
isn't a Christian until he’s born again.

98 Jesus said, “Except a man be born again,” Saint John 3, that,
‘he can't even see the Kingdom.” Now, that means, see, it
means to “understand.”

99 You look at anything, say, “l just don’t see it.” You mean you
don’t understand it.
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299 But if you got genuine faith, then put genuine virtue to it,
then genuine knowledge, then genuine temperance, then
genuine patience. See? You're moving right on up the line. Al
right.



300 Fifthly, add godliness. Oh, my! Godliness to be added. What
does godliness mean? | looked in four or five dictionaries and
couldn’t even find what it meant.

Finally, | was down at Brother Jeffries’ there, we found it in a—in
a dictionary. Godliness means “to be like God.” Oh, my! After
you got faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, then be
like God. Whew!

301 You say, ‘I can't do that, Brother Branham.” Oh, yes, you
can. If you've been Born Again. Then your Sealed with the Holy
Ghost.

302 Let me just read you a few Scriptures here, just a minute.
Matthew 5:48. We'll take this one and see what it sounds like,
Matthew 5:48, and see if you're supposed to be like God. You
know the Bible says, “Ye are gods.” Jesus said so. Why?

All the virtue, all the things that's in God, is in you. Matthew
5:48, “Be ye...” Jesus speaking, in the beatitude. Be ye
therefore p-e-r-f-e-c-t, (What's that?) perfect, even as your
Father...in heaven is perfect.

303 You got way up here now, before you're asked to do that. Al
these things has to be added first. Then when you get up here,
He’s asked you now to be perfect, godliness, sons and
daughters of God. That's right. How many things | could say
along that line!



304 Let's turn to Ephesians 4, and find out over here what, in
the Book of Ephesians, it says about this thing, too, about how
we should—how we should do. Ephesian, the 4th chapter, and
begin with the 12th verse. Ephesians 4, and begin with the 12th
verse. All right. Let’s begin up here at the 11th verse. And he
gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;...

305 Remember last night? Don't try to take the other man’s
office. See? ...and some, evangelists; and some, pastors...and
some, teachers;

306 “For the perfecting of God™? Does it read like that?
[Congregation says, “No."—Ed.] The perfection of what?
[“Saints.”] Who are the saints? The sanctified ones. Amen.

The ones started from down here. ...perfecting of the saints, for
the working of the ministry (the ministry of Jesus Christ), for
the edifying of the body of Christ (for the edifying, building It up,
edifying):

until... Till we all come in to the unity of the faith, and...the
knowledge of the Son of God, and to the perfect man, unto the
assurance, (oh, my), to the measure of the stature of the fulness
of Christ:

307 “Perfect,” takes godliness. You have to add to your faith,
godliness. See, you start off down here, with virtue. Then you go



to knowledge. Then you go to temperance. Then you go to
patience. Now you're on godliness. Godliness! Oh, my! Our time
is getting away. Let's see. But you know what godliness meant.
You've sang this song:
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344 But when we, not in imaginary way, but prostrate ourselves
before a living God, a living virtue, a living knowledge, a living
patience, a living godliness, a living Power coming from a living
God, makes a living man a living image in the stature of God.
What'’s he doing? The same things that Jesus did; walking the
same way He walked, doing the same things He did. Because,
it's not imaginary thing. There’s a reality that proves.

345 See what | mean? See how these virtues, these building
materials, type in with the Church messengers, with the Church
ages? Now, one of these days, we're going to take each one of

these words, and study them out, and show that it proves it. It all
goes together. Sure. See? Oh, my! How wonderful that is, see,
to see what it—what it does.

346 Now, that is the House that God dwells in; not a building
with a big bell on top of it, and a high steeple. See? “But a
Body has Thou prepared Me,” a Body that God can dwell in,
God can walk in, God can see in, God can talk in, God can work
in.




Amen! Living instrumentality of God, God walking on two feet,
in you. Glory! “The footsteps of the righteous is ordered of God,”
God walking in you. “For ye are written epistles, read of all
men.” And if the Life that's in Christ be in you, you'll bear the Life
that Christ bore.
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351 And now we’ve put the Blood of Jesus Christ in, see, and
that brings the faith of Jesus Christ, the virtue of Jesus Christ,
the knowledge of Jesus Christ, the temperance of Jesus Christ,
the patience of Jesus Christ, the godliness of Jesus Christ, the
brotherly kindness of Jesus Christ, and the love of God, which is
Jesus Christ. He's the Head and controls you. And your feet is

the foundation, faith. Amen! Controlled by the Head, takes
the...?...There you are. There is the perfect man of God, when
he possesses these virtues.

352 Then, God, representing His Church as a Bride, a woman.
God represents His Church as a Bride. And the way He brings
each individual to being His son, to go in that Bride,

He also has brought the Bride through these ages, [Brother
Branham taps on his chalkboard seven times—Ed.] till He brings
this one complete Church into this.



353 My feet moves. Why? Because my head says so. Now, it
can’t move like my hand, because it's my feet. Luther can’t do
the things that we did, neither can the Methodists, because they

were something else. See? The feet moves because the head
says so. And the head never says, “Now, feet, you become
hand. Ear, you become eyes.” See?

354 But, each age, God has placed these things into His
Church, and patterned it by showing that each individual has
these, possesses these qualities. And this Being, when it's
completed, is the Church of God going to Rapture. And this
being, and completed, is a servant of God, in the Church of
God, that’s going in the Rapture. Glory! See what | mean?
There you are. There’s the full thing.
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167 Now, when Jesus had been obedient, Jesus to God, God
placed Him positionally, “This is Him.”

168 Now, when the member is born by the Holy Ghost into the
family of God and has proven to have these virtues in him, that
God can see virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, brotherly
kindness, and godliness, in him, then God seals him, or places
him. And, there, that's when you see the sons and daughters of
God.
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248 So, you're only joining lodges. But when you're born out of
the Vine...You got a fruit. That's right. You got a fruit, but what
do you do with it? “You have a form of godliness, and deny the
power thereof.” You deny signs. You deny wonders.

You deny the Holy Ghost. You deny speaking in tongues. You
deny visions. You deny prophecies. You deny healing. And, yet,
“Call yourself a name.” No wonder the Holy Ghost said, “A
power, of a groups of people, full of blasphemous names, sure,
calling themselves, ‘Christians.” “With forms of godliness, but
denying the power thereof. From such turn away, for this is the
sort that leads silly women laden with divers lusts.”

249 All kinds of organization! The church is packing so much,
with this kind of a society, and that kind of society. \What about
the society of Jesus Christ? See? We have all these other
things, and we've burdened the church down. Now there you
are. You never can join a Church.
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279 Then after | add patience, | add godliness. You know what
that is? Like God. | add that. Don’t misbehave myself. Go like a
Christian gentleman ought to. Let that not be a put-on.

Something in me, the love of God, just boiling. See? See? Not
say, “Uh-uh-uh-uh, boy, | could do it, but maybe I better not.”
See? Huh-uh. Huh-uh. It's there, anyhow.



280 It's a Birth. | been birthed into this, into this, into this, into
this, into this, into this, into this. And then the love of God,

Christ, comes down and seals all that up in me, for service.
See?

281 Then what does He do when He gives me the Holy Ghost?
He sets you out in a separate place to yourself, marks you.
See? You're a different person then. You're not of the world, no
more. See? You're clothed different. You're dressed different.
Not this outside dress. No, no. You don’t have to be odd and
peculiar, and collar turned around, and a long ceremony, like.

No, no. You don'’t do that. You dress, physically, like this. It's the
spiritual dress that counts. The wedding garment has been put
on you. What are you?

282 Like Jesus, watch, He was overshadowed, and He was
transfigured there before them, and His raiment shined like the
sun. There He was, Jesus, God placing His Own Son. See? And
then up come Moses. Then up come Elijah. And Peter said,

“You know, it's—it's a good thing to be here.” See how man
gets? Yeah. Oh, the supernatural done! Said, “Let us build three
tabernacles. Let's build one for Moses, and one for Elijah, and
one for You.”



283 And before he got through speaking, God just shut the
whole thing up, said, “This is My beloved Son. In all these things
that | required of Moses, and put the law out by Moses;

the justice by the prophets; He has met it all. Hear ye Him. ['ll
step out of the picture now. Just hear Him. Just hear Him.” Oh,
my! What a beautiful thing!

284 Then, when we have met these qualifications, and become
full of the virtues of God and the things of God, then the Holy
Spirit comes down and seals us into the Kingdom. Don't worry.

Everybody will know you got It. You won't have to say, “Well,
glory to God, | know | got It. | spoke with tongues. Glory to God,
| know | got It. | danced in the Spirit once.” You won't have to

say a word about it. Everybody will know you got It. Don’t you
worry. Yeah. It'll testify for ltself. He will let it be known among
men.
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254 And that's the way God does the Church. He beats every
creed, every denomination, every man-made dogma, until He
sees His Own Life reflecting in you. “If | do not the works of My
Father, believe Me not.” See? If what is purposed to the Church,

the Life that was in Christ isnt reflecting in you, don’t you stand
still if you haven't got patience, virtue, all these things, and



temperance, and—and things, and godliness, and brotherly
kindness, and all these things that’s required of you.

No matter what you've done, no matter how much you've
shouted, how many churches you've joined, how many feathers
you've pinned into yourself, don’t do it. Wait till genuinely, from
your heart, you can forgive, till in your heart you have brotherly
kindness. No matter if they pull a handful of beard from one
side, you can turn the other cheek with sweetness, see, until
those virtues, no matter what they say to you.
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293 There will just be a few understand It. “As it was in the days
of Noah, so will it be in the coming of the Son of man.” What
was saved? Five souls...In the days of Lot, there was actually
three saved. The wife started out, and lost.

“So shall it be in the coming of the Son of man.” There will be
very few saved, translated in that time; one of the mysteries, of
that Church being taken up. Like Lot was taken, like Lot was
taken out, away; Noah was taken up; and the Church will be
taken up, also. One went in; and one went out; and the other
One goes up. See? It's exactly, perfectly.

294 The Word comes. “The Book that is written within,” is then
completed when this, all these mysteries have finished to be

sounded. Now let me read it again, now, so you'll be sure. Now
look: But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel (the last



angel), when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should
be finished, ...

295 Now, what is “the mystery of God.” one of them? Paul
said, in First Timothy 3, | believe it was, said, “Without
controversy great is the mystery of godliness: for God was
manifested in the flesh (we handled Him, seen Him), received
up into Glory, witnessed by Angels, vindicated here on earth.”
God was! Sure, it's a great mystery, but it’s all solved. Not
“Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,” three Gods; but, one God in

three offices. The Fatherhood, under Moses; the Sonship, under
Christ; the Holy Ghost, under this dispensation. Three
dispensations of the same God; not three Gods. The mystery is
finished now. The Bible said it should be. When the
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Now | said a moment ago that the false vine came into full
fruition in this age. Her fruit would mature and ripen. That is
correct. This evil-spirited church, full of iniquity, will be revealed
as the mustard seed that grew into a tree wherein lodged the

fouls of the air. At her head will be the antichrist, the mystery of
iniquity. All this is true. And if this is true, then it must also be
true that the Bride Church will mature, and her ripeness shall be
an identification with her Lord by means of the Word,




and her Head Who will come to her is the Mystery of
Godliness, Which indeed is Christ. And as the false church with
all cunning and diabolical power made up of political force,
physical force and demons of darkness come against this true

vine, the true vine with the fullness of the Spirit and the
Word will do the very acts of power that Jesus did. Then as
she nears her Headstone, becoming like Him through the Word,
Jesus will come, that the bride and Groom may be forever
united as one.

An Exposition Of The Seven Church Ages - 9 - The Laodicean
Church Age

Ever since then people have failed to realize that there is just
one God with three offices or manifestations. They know there is
one God according to Scripture, but they try to make it the
fantastic theory that God is like a bunch of grapes;

three persons with the same Divinity shared equally by all. But it
plainly says here in Revelation that Jesus is “That Which Is,”
“That Which Was,” and “That Which Is to Come.” He is the
“Alpha and Omega,” which means that He is the “Ato Z” or

THE ALL OF IT. He is everything — the Almighty. He is the Rose
of Sharon, the Lily of the Valley, the Bright and Morning Star, the
Righteous Branch, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. He
is God, Aimighty God. ONE GOD.



| Timothy 3:16 says, “And without controversy great is the
mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in
the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed
on in the world, received up into Glory.”

This is what the Bible says. It doesn’t say a thing about a first or
second or third person here. It says God was manifest in flesh.
One God. That ONE GOD was manifested in flesh. That ought
to settle it. God came in a human form. That didn’t make Him
ANOTHER GOD. HE WAS GOD, THE SAME GOD. It was a
revelation then, and it is a revelation now. One God.

An Exposition Of The Seven Church Ages - 1 - The Revelation
Of Jesus Christ

235 Now then, now, now you can fellowship with Him. You
couldn’t back there, because you were just a Word in Him, a
seed. But now He has manifested you, and now He wants you
to fellowship with Him. Then He came down, was made flesh so

He could perfectly fellowship with you. See the perfect
fellowship? Oh, my, them deep mysteries of God! How
wonderful! See, God could not fellowship in the Spirit, so God
became man with us.

236 Jesus Christ was God Himself, manifested, 'cause, He was
a Son because He was begotten, but it was just a tabernacle for
Him to live in. “No man has seen God at any time, but the only
Begotten of the Father has declared Him.”



God built Himself a house, a body to live in, come down so that
you could touch Him. First Timothy 3:16, “Without controversy,
great is the mystery of godliness; for God was manifested in the
flesh, seen of Angels, believed on, received up into Heaven.”
See? Now He...

237 You being flesh, and Him being flesh, then you can
fellowship now, ‘cause He was God'’s attribute of love. God is
love. Is that right? And Jesus was God’s attribute of love.

And when the attribute of love was displayed, which, that was
God Himself; all the attributes that hung onto Him, come to Him,
“All the Father has given Me, will come to Me.” Sure, they had to
be predestinated. If it wasn'’t, you won'’t be there. That's alll.
Certainly.

65-0911 - God's Power To Transform

Communion

1 Corinthians 11:23-34

23 For | have received of the Lord that which also | delivered
unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was
betrayed took bread:



24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take,
eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in
remembrance of me.

25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had
supped, saying, this cup is the new testament in my blood: this
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.

26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do
shew the Lord's death till he come.

27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup

of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of
the Lord.

28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that
bread, and drink of that cup.

29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's bodly.

30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and
many sleep.

31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that
we should not be condemned with the world.



33 Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry
one for another.

34 And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come not
together unto condemnation. And the rest will | set in order when
| come.

Foot Washing

John 13

1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that
his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto
the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he
loved them unto the end.

2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God:;

4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a
towel, and girded himself.



5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash
the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he
was girded.

6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him,
Lord, dost thou wash my feet?

7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What | do thou knowest
not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.

8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus
answered him, If | wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.

9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also
my hands and my head.

10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to
wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not
all.

11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye
are not all clean.

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his
garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye
what | have done to you?

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so | am.



14 1f | then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye
also ought to wash one another's feet.

15 For | have given you an example, that ye should do as | have
done to you.

16 Verily, verily, | say unto you, The servant is not greater than
his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.

17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

Amen,



