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1 Corinthians 12:4-11
4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.

5 And there are differences of administrations, but the
same Lord.

6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same
God which worketh all in all.

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man
to profit withal.

8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to
another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;

9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of
healing by the same Spirit;

10 To another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of
tongues:

11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit,
dividing to every man severally as he will.



Word Of Wisdom
Proverbs 1:1-7
1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of
Israel;

2 To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words
of understanding;

3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and
judgment, and equity;

4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man
knowledge and discretion.

5 A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a
man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:

6 To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the
words of the wise, and their dark sayings.

7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but
fools despise wisdom and instruction.

CAB

Pentecostal theologians admit that they have no Scripture
setting forth that people speak with tongues when
baptized by the Holy Ghost. They admit that they infer it
from the experiences set forth in the Book of Acts wherein
three out of five times the people spoke with tongues. And



they also say without any Scripture that there are two
kinds of tongues. One is the tongue you speak in while
receiving the Holy Ghost and it is the “evidence,” while
later on if you believe, you can receive the gift of tongues
whereby you may speak often.

However, they say, once having spoken in tongues as the
evidence of receiving, you may never speak again. Once
more we are anxious to know where this is found in the
Word. If it isn’t there, then God hath not spoken it and woe
unto him who would add to that Word.

But there is something in the Word about this very subject
that they ignore completely. | Corinthians 13. It mentions
tongues of men and angels. These would be known and
unknown tongues. Modern Pentecostals say that they can
receive the Holy Ghost speaking in unknown or angelic
tongues.

They have the cart before the horse, for in Acts 2 the
people spoke in a perfect dialect which even unbelievers
heard and understood. Now when God is silent we had

better be silent. But where He has spoken we had better
speak, too, and say what He has already said.

He told us the evidence, or what would happen after
being baptized with the Holy Ghost was that we would
have the Teacher come and teach all truth. But that
Teacher was an INSIDE teacher, not an outside teacher.




If the Spirit wasn’t inside, you wouldn’t hear the truth and
receive it by revelation if you heard it every moment of the
day. That was the sign of the indwelling Spirit in the days
of Paul. Those who were filled with the Holy Ghost heard
the Word, received it and lived by it.

Those who did not have the Spirit heard it only as carnal
men, put a wrong interpretation on it and went into sin. In
every age, (and every age is the age of the Holy Ghost for
the true believer) — | say, in every age the evidence was
the same.

Those who had the Spirit, the Teacher, heard the Word,
and that Spirit in them took the Word and taught it
(revealed it) to them; and they were of the group that
heard the messenger and his message and took it and
lived it.

| know it is a great temptation to refer back to the day of
Pentecost and also to the day when the Holy Ghost fell in
the house of Cornelius and then set those two identical
experiences as the evidence of the Baptism with the Holy
Ghost. But on each occasion the tongues were
understood by the listeners.

This is a far cry from the modern babel of confusion of
Pentecostal meetings. And if this were not enough to
persuade us to leave off such reasoning, what will we do
when we are confronted with the fact that people who



have never spoken in tongues have some of the other
eight manifestations in their lives, such as word of wisdom,
the discerning of spirits, a word of knowledge, faith,
healing and even miracles?

And this observation is even more interesting in the light
that tongues is the least of the nine gifts; so when we see
people who do not, nor ever have spoken in tongues, use
greater gifts than those who do speak in tongues, we must
discount such a doctrine even more completely than
before.

So you can see now, that we cannot afford to say what the
Bible has not said. When Scripture teaches us that the
work of the Holy Spirit, and the manifestation of that
Blessed Person is to bring the truth of each age to the true
seed of that age, then we know that the Spirit has to be
abiding in the person or he cannot receive the truth for that
time. Amen. That is exactly correct. And if these ages bring
out anything, they surely bring and bear out this truth.

An Exposition Of The Seven Church Ages - 4 - The
Smyrnaean Church Age

This spirit of antichrist is not new. This is not something
that just came in the church ages. It has been here all

along. To get a clear understanding of how it works, how it
goes against God and takes over in the church, look at the
Old Testament and see it there.



Let us examine this spirit as it was manifested in Israel as
she came out of Egypt to be the church in the wilderness.
Just as the early church started out under the pure
ministry of the Holy Spirit with signs and wonders and
manifestations such as prophecy, tongues, and
interpretation, wisdom, knowledge and healing, so in the
days of Israel when they left Egypt, they were under the
leadership of the Spirit of God manifesting in gifts.

God was the leader of the people. Actually He was their
King. He was a Father-King. He took care of Israel like a
man cares for his family. He fed them, fought their battles,
smoothed away their difficulties and settled their problems.
He just busied Himself over them.

They were the only nation to which He was truly God. But
one day they got to looking around, and they saw the
Philistines and other nations with kings over them. It
caught their eyes and they decided that they ought to
humanize their leadership, so they wanted a king. Now
God was going to humanize the leadership Himself, in the
Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, but they got ahead of
Him.

Satan knew the plan of God so he put it in the hearts of
the people to get ahead of God (the Word). When they
approached Samuel and asked for a king, Samuel was so
dismayed that his heart almost failed him. God had been
leading His people through this consecrated, Scripture-



vindicated prophet and he felt that he had been rejected.
He gathered the people and pleaded with them not to turn
away from the God Who had carried them like children,
and prospered them and blessed them. But they persisted.

They said to Samuel. “You have never been wrong in your
leading. You have never been dishonest in your financial
dealings. You have done your best to keep us in line with
the Word of the Lord. We appreciate the miracles, wisdom,
provision and protection of God. We believe in it.

We like it. And furthermore we don’t want to be without it.
It’s just that we want a king to lead us to battle. Now of
course when we go out to battle it is still our intention to
have the priests go ahead with Judah following, and we
will blow the trumpets and shout and sing. We don’t intend
to stop any of that.

BUT WE WANT A KING WHO IS ONE OF USTO LEAD
US.” And God said to Samuel. “See, they have not
rejected you, but they have rejected ME from ruling over
them.” How tragic that was. Little did they realize that
when they were asking God to let them be like the rest of
the world they were rejecting Him, because God had
ordained that His people act different from the world.

They are not of the world and they don’t look like the world
and they don’t act like the world. They are crucified unto
the world and the world is crucified unto them. Il



Corinthians 6:17-18, “Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and | will receive you, and will be a
Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty.”

An Exposition Of The Seven Church Ages - 4 - The
Smyrnaean Church Age

1 Corinthians 1:16-17

17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the
gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ
should be made of none effect.

18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of
God.

1 Corinthians 2:3-5
3 And | was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in
much trembling.

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power:

5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men,
but in the power of God.



Word Of Knowledge

Proverbs 17:26-28
26 Also to punish the just is not good, nor to strike princes
for equity.

27 He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man
of understanding is of an excellent spirit.

28 Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted
wise: and he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of
understanding.

Job 33:2-4
2 Behold, now | have opened my mouth, my tongue hath
spoken in my mouth.

3 My words shall be of the uprightness of my heart: and
my lips shall utter knowledge clearly.

4 The spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the
Almighty hath given me life.

29 And now, while I’'m right on this subject, let’s take this
now real close. “Gifts and callings are without repentance.”
They are the foreknowledge of God. You could not make
one cubit higher or lower. You could not take —taking
thought, could not add one inch to your cubit, or to your
stature, rather.



But there is God foreknowing and has made you just what
He wants you to be. He’s made you. He has set you and
give you a place. If everybody...| tell you what | like. | like
people to be original. | don’t like people to impersonate
someone else, do you? | like...There’s so much of that
today in the world: actors.

You know the word “Pharisee” means “actor.” And we got
SO many actors today, that people trying to act like
somebody else, trying to impersonate somebody else.
People would love you a lot better if you’d just be yourself.
They’d know more how to take you.

God hasten the day that when men and women will be just
what they are. If | was against Christ, I'd be here tonight
speaking against Him. | would have no time for Him. Then
I’d be lecturing against Him. But being that | love Him and
| believe in Him, that’s why I’'m here trying to get
everybody to believe Him because | believe Him.

30 And therefore, when people claim to be Christians, or
impersonate Christianity, or try to act like they’re a
Christian, when down in their heart they don’t have the
peace of God, you only become an actor. And, you know,
people really know that. Your neighbor knows that you’re
just acting that way. Certainly.

She see you get mad, and fly loose, and beat the dog
around the house, and holler at your husband, and scat



him under the bed when he comes in. And you do the
same to...Why, they know that’s not Christianity acting.
Certainly. When you really get saved, He changes you.
You don’t have to act; you just act natural. You’re just
yourself. But God foresaw, and placed, and set certain
things to happen.

Therefore, He could take the prophets with the gift of
knowledge, and foreshow them what was going to be. And
they could speak it, because it’'s a Word of knowledge that
God gives to His prophet. And he foretells it before it
comes it pass, because God knows all things.

55-1111 - Where | Think Pentecost Failed

46 And watch that same prophet, after getting down to
Dothan, did not see the...The Angel of the Lord never
showed him about Syrians coming out and covering the
city over, for God had another way for that.

God don’t show His servants all things, but He shows His
servants just the Word of knowledge as much as they
have need to know. So you see, it lays in God’s power, not
in the power of man. Though man be blessed, but yet,
God is the Father and the Ruler over all. As Balaam of old
said, “No prophet can say, only what God puts in his
mouth. How can he speak unless God speaks?” And that
was truth.



47 Now, we read of the prophets of old, we read of the
powers of God and how it operated the church. And
tonight, friend here that’s lukewarm and not up to where
you should be in Christ, the great glorious powers of God
is ruling and reigning in His Church again.

Don’t you be one that’s behind. Do not try to be popular
with the world and right with God because you can’t be.
You must be right with God, and then you’re not popular
with the world.

48 In this day that we’re living, seek God with all your
heart. Call upon Him while it’s time to call, while you have
a chance of repentance, and while the mercy of God is
reached down to you, for the hour is coming when it’ll do
no good to call. It'll be too late then. Call now.

51-0929 - Our Hope Is In God

Discerning Of Spirits
Malachi 3:17-18
17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that
day when | make up my jewels; and | will spare them, as a
man spareth his own son that serveth him.

18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the
righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God
and him that serveth him not.

Matthew 16:2-4



2 He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye
say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red.

3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the
sky is red and lowering. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern
the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the
times?

4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign;
and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the
prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed.

1 Corinthians 2:13-15

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself
is judged of no man.

Hebrews 4:12

12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and



marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart.

10 But, God, when He uses His gifts, He uses them for His
own glory, and for the glory of His people, for the glory of
His Church, for the edifying of the Body of Christ, and for
the glory of the Kingdom of God. That’s why He gives
these things in His Church, why He has teachers,
prophets, evangelists, pastors.

They are for the edification of the Church and for the glory
of God. The prophet is not to get out and mingle with the
world and try to take a gift like Balaam did, and make
havoc or—or money out of it or something. If he’s a
prophet, he’s supposed to reveal God to the Church and
stay out of the things of the world. It’s all for the glory of
God!

11 Now we do have...and | think it’s a good thing for us, as
ministers, to follow our order, when we see such things in
the world as we see today. And we have an order from
God, is for the discerning of spirits, trying the spirit. |
believe that that is a very great lesson for the church
today, is to try the spirit of anything, have discernment of
the spirit.



| do not think that we should ever, by any means, ever try
to judge a person by the denomination they belong to, or
by the group that they are assembled with, whether they
be Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Pentecostal, or—or
whatever they are. We should never judge the man by the
denomination that he belongs to. We should always judge
him by the spirit he has, see, the spirit.

Whether he’s latter rain or former rain or inner, outer rain,
or no rain, or whatever it might be, we should never judge
him by that, but, by his spirit. We are to discern spirits.
Watch what the man has in mind, what he has...what he’s
trying to achieve. If the man, by a gift, no matter how great
the gift is...

60-0308 - Discernment Of Spirit

51 There stood some by though that didn’t believe that,
you know. They had their hands behind them. They had to
answer to their congregation, because the congregation
was going to bring them the question about it. They said,
“Ahem [Brother Branham makes a sound with his throat—
Ed.] of course this man only does this by Beelzebub.

He’s a fortuneteller. See? He does this by Beelzebub.”
Jesus said, “l forgive you for that. But the hour is coming
when the Holy Ghost will come, and He will do the same
thing; and one word against It will never be forgiven,
neither in this world or the world to come.” So you see
where we’re standing.



Said, “I'll forgive you. You speak that against Me, I'll
forgive you,” because they called, they said, the Spirit of
God an unclean spirit, classing the Spirit of God...
discerning spirits...And a prophet, the God of eternity,
standing there and making Himself known in a sign that
was promised to it, the Scriptures being fulfilled in their
very eyes; and so denominational-bound until they...“Well,

He didn’t come to our place, so it’s the devil.” Yeah. See?
We could really go to town on that in a little bit. That’s
these men’s place. But notice, that was it. They said that
the Holy Spirit would come someday and do the same
thing. Now, that’s the way...

61-0118 - Jesus Christ The Same Yesterday, Today, And
Forever

105 Oh, my! Can’t you see it? See how them
organizations has done, brethren? They come right back
through Luther and them, just exactly, and organize
themselves together instead of letting the Holy Ghost. And
Pentecost did the same exactly thing.

They couldn’t just let the Holy Ghost go ahead and have
Its way, and go ahead; and every light come, just examine
it by the Word, and go on.



They couldn’t let the Holy Spirit lead, they had to make an
organization and cut off from everything else that would
come along. Went right straight back and married into the
thing again! Just exactly. When we get to that age, you just
watch what’s waiting for you down the road here.

See? Married right straight back in! Jesus said here,
“Her...This Jezebel, she calls herself a ‘prophetess,’ and
I’ll throw her in a bed of worldliness, and kill her children
also” (Now, what kind...?) “with a death.”

106 What is...what kind of a death there’s her children be
killed with? You see they’re dead now! Spiritually dead!
They have no revelation!

They know their organization, they know their catechism,
they know their doctrine of the church; but when it comes
to knowing God, some of them don’t know no more about
It than a Hottentot would know about a Egyptian night;
that’s right, when it comes to really knowing the Holy
Spirit.

Wondering; call It...wanting to call the Spirit of God a
“soothsayer,” or a “devil,” of...by discerning spirits, and
things like that, and casting out evils. “Why, he don't
belong to our organization. That group, oh, brrr.” See, they
just don’t know. And then tag It with a—a name of “Jesus
Only,” or some kind of a “holy-roller,” or—or some kind of a
thing like that. Just don’t know!



107 And the hour is close at hand when that thing is going
to be exposed. That’s exactly. God will do it as certain as
I’m standing behind this pulpit, ‘cause He’ll jerk His
children out as certain as I’m standing right here. God in
Heaven knows that. You believe me to be a prophet of the
Lord, a servant of the Lord, you listen to me. She’s close
at hand. Yes, sir.

60-1208 - The Thyatirean Church Age

Amen, Let Us Pray
Communion

John 13:1-17

1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that
his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto
the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he
loved them unto the end.

2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God;



4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a
towel, and girded himself.

5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash
the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he
was girded.

6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him,
Lord, dost thou wash my feet?

7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What | do thou knowest
not now: but thou shalt know hereafter.

8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus
answered him, If | wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.

9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also
my hands and my head.

10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to
wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not
all.

11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye
are not all clean.



12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his
garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye
what | have done to you?

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so | am.

14 1f | then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye
also ought to wash one another's feet.

15 For | have given you an example, that ye should do as | have
done to you.

16 Verily, verily, | say unto you, The servant is not greater than
his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.

17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

Amen.



