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PREFACE

It is no doubt true that every generation of Chrigtian believers from the time of the apostles has
attempted to attribute to itself the words of Jesus in Matt. 24:34 "This generation shdl not pass away
until al these things be fulfilled." The purifying hope of the return of Christ must of necessity have beenin
the heart of every generation; but the actud physica return of Jesus could come only to the find, or end
generation. It is believed by the vast mgority of Christians that this end time generaion is now living.
This is based upon the fact that certain hitorica events absolutely necessary to His return have but
cometo passin very recent years. Thereis actualy no maor prophetic event that is not now in progress
or that must yet come to herdd His return. There is|eft to us only a bresthless hush of waiting as it was
in the days of Noah when he entered into the ark and the flood delayed yet seven days.

No mgor event in the plan of God has been without a witness to that impending event. In the days
of the flood, the ark was a testimony to the eye while Noah, the prophet, preached the Word. In the
time of the Exodus God sent Maoses with signs and wonders and the Word. In the days of the first
coming of Jesus, there appeared a mighty prophet with the Word. In these last days we are promised a
forerunner to the event of the Second Coming of Christ. Hence this booklet now is written in order to
acquaint you with those events and aso to acquaint you with the Messenger-Prophet who fore-runs the
literd return of the Lord when He comesto take His people unto Himself.

Since there has never been atimein Bible Higtory that the people were ready and willing to lisen to
the witness of God relative to coming events of great magnitude, it is believed that only a few will be
even alittle aware of the witness God has areedy given to us and established as proof of His coming.
But it is hoped that every reader of this article will think awhile on the contents and ask God for
guidance in this critica time.
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THE MESSENGER TO THE LAODICEAN CHURCH AGE

CHAPTER 1

FIXING THE CHURCH AGES HISTORICALLY

The Bible very dearly sets forth that God has gppointed a limited time wherein He deds faithfully
unto savation with the Gentiles. In it He cals out a people for His Name. To do this He turns from
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Isradl as a nation, and cdls to repentance individuadly the foreknown of every kindred, tribe and nation.
These statements are correct in every detail. Acts 11:18, "Then hath God dso to the Gentiles granted
repentance unto life" Acts 13:46, "It was necessary that the Word of God should first have been
spoken unto you: But seeing ye (Jews) put it from you, and judge yoursdves unworthy of everlasting
life, 1o, we turn to the Gentiles" Acts 15:13-18, "Men and brethren, hearken unto me: Simeon hath
declared how God at firgt did visit the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His Name. And to this
agree the words of the prophets, asit iswritten, after this | will return, and will build again the tabernacle
of David, which is fdlen down: and | will build again the ruins thereof and will st it up: thet tre resdue
of men might seek after the Lord, and dl the Gentiles upon whom my Name is cdled, saith the Lord,
who doeth these things. Known unto God are dl His works from the beginning of the World."

This period wherein God is cdling out a people from among the Gentiles is known as the "Fullness
of the Gentiles"" Rom. 11:25, "For | would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest
ye should be wise in your own conceits: That blindnessin part is happened to Isradl, until the fullness of
the Gentiles be come in." It will end when the last eected member is brought in. Rom. 11:7-12. "What
then? Isradl hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the eection hath obtained it, and the rest
were blinded, (according asit is written, God hath given them the spirit of dumber, eyesthat they should
not see and ears that they should not hear) unto this day. And David saith, let their table be made a
snare, and a trap and a sumbling block, and a recompense unto them; let their eyes be darkened that
they may not see, and bow down their back away. | say then, have they sumbled that they should fal?
God forbid, but rather through their fall savation is come to the Gentiles for to provoke them (Jews) to
jedousy. Now if the fdl of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them be the riches of
the Gentiles, how much more ther fullness?*
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"The Fullness of the Gentiles' isitsdf the larger part of another well known period of time which is
ending right now and is caled the "Times of the Gentiles™ Luke 21:24, "And they shdl fdl by the edge
of the sword, and shdl be led away captive into dl nations, and Jerusalem shdl be trodden down of the
Gentiles, until the Times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." It should be noted immediately that these two
periods run concurrently, but one is politica and the other is spiritud in connotation. The times of the
Gentiles is the political period of time referring to Gentile dominion over Igad. It began when
Nebuchadnezzar carried away Israel captive, and it ends when God restores Isragl to world dominion.
Zechariah 12:4-10 "In that day, saith the Lord, | will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider
with madness. And | will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah and will smite every horse of the
people with blindness. And the governors of Judah shal say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusdem
shdl be my strength in the Lord of hogs their God. In that day will 1 make the governors of Judah like
an hearth of fire among the wood, and like atorch of firein a sheaf; and they shdl devour dl the people
round about, on the right hand and cn the left; and Jerusdem shall be inhabited again in her own place,
even in Jerusdem. The Lord aso shdl save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David
and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusdem do not magnify themselves againg Judah. In that day shal
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the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusdem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shal be as
David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angd of the Lord before them. And it shal come
to passin that day, that | will seek to destroy al the nations that come againgt Jerusdlem. And | will pour
upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications:
and they shdl look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shal mourn for him, as one mourneth for
his only son, and shdl be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firsg-born." This
resoration ushers in the millennium. The fullness of the Gentiles is the spiritud era of the Gentiles
wherein we noted that Isradl is blinded while light appears to the Gentiles. This period will end when
Christ comesfor His Gentile Bride.

Twentieth Century Prophet - Page 9

The Fullness of the Gentiles set forth by Paul in Romans is identified in Revelations as the Church
Ages. They are one and the same. The proof of this is found in Revedation, chapters two and three.
Therein is the Spirit speaking to the messengers of the seven churchesin AsaMinor. He begins with the
messenger to the Ephesian church and ends with the messenger to the Laodicean church. These are dl
Gentile churches. At no time does the Spirit gpeak to the church which is a Jerusdem which isa Jewish
church. If He were addressing both the Gentile and Israglic churches He must of necessity speak to the
church at Jerusdem. But not s0. The origina church group is left out. Thisis exactly as it ought to be.
God has left off deding with the Jews. A few Jews, through dection, will comein, but not many. These
will belong to the Gentile era. See the perfection of this premise in the type of Joseph meeting with his
brethren in Egypt. Joseph (perfect type of Christ) has been betrayed by his brethren. Now in Egypt they
gand before him. They are very fearful; but in love he greets them. However, the Gentile Bride of
Joseph is not there when the brethren meet with Joseph. Sheis hidden away in the palace. So it iswhen
Christ comes before His brethren--they see Hiswounds and are full of fear. He treats them in love. But
the Gentile Bride is not with Him. She isin the paace, for the day when God deds with the Gentiles is
over.

Now it isnot an easy or a commonplace task to fix with certainty the seven church ages asto their
dates, duration, messengers and other pertinent characteristics. Who would arbitrarily announce himself
the authority to do s0? Certainly not this writer. Y et any Bible student knows that a certain combination
would mogt effectively accomplish this work. That combination is a scripturd study of history plus
Divine Reveation. No one can deny that certain of these ages have passed into history. But since Chrigt
has not yet taken His Bride home, it is evident that we are in one of the ages il extant. The ages that
are gone can and will be verified by the sudy of Scripture in the light of history. (This is how we have
ascertained much concerning the prophecies of Daniel.) The immediate age and its characterigtics will be
reveded by Divine Revelation. ThisisaMUST in order for the church to know exactly whereit is at.
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One can hardly expect the church to be hdped if dl her information were historicd. She would not
know what was happening to her. Thus with the perfect combination of higtory, scripture and Divine
Reveation we can assuredly know the truth of the seven eges. Our coursg, at thistime, isto review the



The Books Pege: 5

agesin the light of history and to ascertain where we are and then implore God to send His prophet to
reved the scripture relative to this age in order that the church know and perform the whole counsel of
God.

But to begin with, we most certainly know from Scripture, itsdf, wheat the first Church Age was and
who its messenger was. The Age was the Ephesian Age and the messenger was Paul the Apogtle to the
Gentiles. It was through Paul that the complete reveation from God came to the Gentiles. This
revelation was actually more abundant than that received by Peter and the other apostles rdative to the
Gentiles. Gdl. 2:6b-8, "For they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me, but
contrariwise, when they saw that the gospd of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospe
of the circumcison was unto Peter, for He that wrought effectudly in Peter to the gpostleship of the
circumcison, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles™ PaLl was both the Messenger to the
Ephesian Age and also the pastor to the church at Ephesus for he both founded it and cared for it. We
cannot set an exact date as to when this age ended. There is no need for an exact date as the Ages like
al other of God's eras of time seem to overlap. But it did not last too long for the power of God had
abated through unbdlief even in the early years. Judging by the actud wane of power this age was not
longer than about 170 A. D.

Continuing to fix the Church Ages by referring to Scripture and history, examine Rev. 3:1-6. Thisis
gpoken to the church a Sardis and is the fifth age. The key herein is found in Vs. 2. "Be watchful, and
drengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die" There was no strength in the Dark Ages.
Except for atiny flock, and that widdly scattered, there was no strong evidence of true Chrigtianity. But
now Luther gppears and successfully nurtures the doctrine of Judtification and the light begins to glow.
The firgt show of drength in hundreds of years gppears, showing definitely that this is the Age of the
Reformation of which Luther was the Messenger without a doubt. It was said of him in Sauer's higtory,
"Dr. Martin Luther was a prophet, evangdlist, speaker in tongues, interpreter, in one person, endowed
with dl the gifts of the Spirit." This ageiswell known to have existed from about 1550 to around 1750.
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With the fifth age fixed, it is not difficult to go on and place the sixth or Philadelphian age. Rev.
3:7-13 the Messenger to that golden age of brotherly love was no doubt Wedey. This was the age of
the open door, missions, great teachers, tremendous revivas. The Holy Spirit was even more
manifested herein than in the fifth age. God was truly giving light, life and blessing. This age lasted from
about 1750 to the turn of the twentieth century.

Turning backward and leaving the seventh age to consider a a later time, it is certainly easy to
establish in time the fourth age. This is found in Rev. 2:18-29. Here is the age that knew the depth of
Satan (vs. 24). The darkest of dl ages to this date--little Word--little power. Man had usurped the
position and authority of God. The greed of Rome had damned countless souls and in the name of God
they blasphemed the very Name and Word of God. This age lasted from about the turn of the sixth
century to tre middle of the sixteenth. It was the Thyatirean Age, and its messenger was pronounced to
be Columba, for he showed forth in his life that which most closely resembled the power and glory of
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God in the first century believers. That is dways the criterion.

The next age that we can easly &ffix isthe third age. Rev. 2:12-17 speaks to the Messenger to the
church at Pergamos. But Pergamos is where Satan's seet is. This is when Satan's own religion (ancient
Babylonian religion) came out to the forefront. This religion that goes againgt the Word of God from the
time of Cain, now, after the Nicean Council, invades the nomina church and introduces pagan rites, and
holidays, etc. It is no problem to fix the dates here, for this is the aftermath of the Nicean Council of
about 325 A.D., and before the Dark Ages which of necessty must follow such perfidy. It lasted from
the turn of the fourth century to the beginning of the seventh. Its messenger on the same basis we try the
various bdlievers, was without doubt, Martin.

By the process of dimination, one readily sees that the second age, Rev. 2:8-11 which is caled the
Smyrnaean Age lasted from 200 to 300 A.D. No man defended the truth more ably or believed God
more firmly and thus manifested the Spirit of God more abundantly than Iraneus. He was well qualified
to be the Messenger to that age.
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Thisfindly brings us to the age that we have reserved for the last because it is, indeed, the lagt. This
age aso brings us a messenger, as st forth in scripture. That we are now in the Laodicean Age is
indisputable. It is a the end of this age that Israel must become a nation and no longer be trodden down
of the Gentiles. Today Isradl is anation. She has her own government and dl that pertains to being afull
fledged nation. The Times of the Gentilesis dl but over. Thus the Fullness of the Gentilesis dl but over.
God's timepiece has druck the Gentiles midnight hour when the Bridegroom cometh. This is the
Laodicean Age and according to the Word of God, this Age has both a Messenger and a Message
before it expires.

The seven Church Ages have been dedt with only dightly. The coming book caled the Seven
Church Ages will ded abundantly with the entire subject. Here, however, we are but establishing minor
proof for afoundation for our subject which deds with the Messenger rather than the ages themsdlves.
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CHAPTER 2

A SCRIPTURAL MESSENGER

A caeful sudent must admit that we know certainly who the first church messenger was. It was
Paul. He was a Prophet who brought the Word direct FROM God to the people. He was an Apostle
for he took the Word of God TO the people. That was his vindicatior. Gal. 1:12, "Neither was | taught
it (the Word) but by reveation of Jesus Chrigt." He continualy caled himsdf an ‘apostle’ or 'sent one.’
Now except for our study of history we found it scripturaly impossible to designate who the messengers
to the clurch ages actudly were. But hold a minute. There is an obscure passage in Reveation wherein
we have a direct dlusion to the Messenger To Laodicea. God mogt certainly has let us know who the
messenger to the first church age was, and just as certainly He can and will let us know who the last
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messenger to the last age is. Paul stood vindicated through an infdlible ministry in the Spirit--1 Cor.
2:1-5, "And, |, brethren, when | came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom,
declaring unto you the testimony of God. For | determined not to know anything among you save
Chrigt, and Him crucified. And | was with you in weskness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my
gpeech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in cemondration of the
Spirit and power, that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of man but in the power of God." Thus,
in the lagt age this Messenger of whom God spesks must and will have a vindicated ministry in the
Word and Power as did Paul or we cannat know him.

This MESSENGER is st forth in Rev. 10:7. "But in the days of the Voice of the SEVENTH
MESSENGER, when he shal begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished as He hath
declared to His servants the prophets.” This verse clearly relates, NOT to an heavenly angd sounding
on atrumpet, but it is the MESSENGER (a man) TO THE LAODICEAN AGE SPEAKING TO US
THE WORD OF GOD. The proof of thisisamply set forth in Rev. 9:13 and Rev. 11:15. HERE are the
two heavenly trumpeters. "And the sixth angd sounded and | heard a voice from the four horns of the
golden dtar which is before God saying to the sixth angel which hath the trumpet.” "And the seventh
angel sounded and there were great
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voices in heaven saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, etc.” Notice
that with the sixth trumpet the terrible woes that come upon the earth in judgment. Notice in the saventh
trumpet that Chrigt is set forth as taking His rightful Kingdom. But in Rev. 10:7 the Messenger there is
gill sounding, and his sounding is declaring the mysteries of God to the church. Notice, too, that in Rev.
10:1-6 we do not have the Lord Jesus taking a throne but He is portrayed here as standing cn earth
with His head in heaven. "And | saw another mighty ange come down from heaven, clothed with a
cloud; and arainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of
firee And he had in his hand a little book open; and he st his right foot upon the sea, and his|eft foot on
the earth, and cried with aloud voice, as when a lion roareth; and when he had cried, seven thunders
uttered their voices. And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, | was about to write: And |
heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Sed up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and
write them not. And the angdl which | saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to
heaven." Thisis exactly what Stephen said in Acts 7:47-51, "But Solomon built him an house, Howbeit
the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands, as saith the prophet, Heaven is my throne and
earth is my foot stool: What house will ye build me? saith the Lord: Or what is the place of my rest?
Hath not my hand made al these things? Ye giff necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do
adways ress the Holy Ghogt, as your fathers did so do ye" Thisis a picture of Jesus ill building His
Church on earth. That is what Stephen said 1eferred to Jesus portrayed standing on earth (footstool)
with His head in heaven (throne). The message is dtill going out. It isthe last days, however. Time will be
no longer delayed. But He is Hill caling His people unto Himsdlf, but not for long. Yes, this shows us
veay clealy that this one we cdl the seventh angd, is no spirit-being. He is a man. He is a
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MESSENGER, and dnce he is the last messenger, being the seventh messenger, he is the
MESSENGER TO THE LAODICEAN AGE. SURELY WE CAN AND WILL KNOW HIM AND
LISTEN TO HIM AS ATTENTIVELY AS DID THE EPHESIANS TO THEIR MESSENGER,
PAUL.
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We must now begin our search for this Messenger. There is but one way to do it. We must study
the Scripture and see what the Word demands of him. When such a man appears, thoroughly vindicated
by the Word, we have our Messenger. It is that Smple. Yet it is often in smplicity we fal as did the
Jews when they failed to recognize both the Messenger (John) and Jesus the Christ.

Since the truth of the Seventh Age Messenger receiving specid attention isfound in Rev. 10, we will
sudy that portion as one of the keys to his identity. According to vs. 1-3 a pan of the book of
Reveation is unwritten, for John heard the voices but was forbidden to write what he heard. "And | saw
another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud; And arainbow was upon his head,
and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of firet and he had in his hand a little book
open; and he st hisright foot upon the sea, and his |eft foot on the earth, and cried with aloud voice, as
when alion roareth; and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.” Students of prophecy
admit that there must and will come a time when the content of those voices will be revealed. At present
they are seded up. They are a mydery to us. But it is declared in Rev. 10:7 that dl mysteries will be
finished at the end of the Fullness of the Gentiles. That is our day. Therefore, it will be in this age thet the
voices of the thunders must be heard again and this time reveded. BUT SINCE THE WORD OF THE
LORD COMES ONLY TO AND THROUGH THE PROPHET, we can now see an evident truth in
Rev. 10:7 wherein it is sad "As He (God) hath declared to His servants the PROPHETS." This makes
the Messenger to Laodicea a Prophet, even as Paul was a prophet. This man will be a
Prophet-Messenger in order to receive the un-revealed Word of God and give it to us. It is going to
take a prophet to unsed the written words of Danidl's revelation. How much more will it take a prophet
to receive the Unwritten words of John.

In order to further magnify this thought, let us attack these verses from another way. We go back
over the verses Rev. 10:3-4. "And cried with a loud voice as when a lion roareth; and when he had
cried seven thunders uttered their voices. And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, | was
about to write; And | heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Sedl up those things which the seven
thunders uttered, and write them not." Now here isagreat mystery.
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The reveation must be complete and yet we are cut off from knowing what was said. We know that
sometime or other we will have to hear them. That time isin the end time. We now ask oursalves, "Who
will receive from God the mystery? Will it be the Pope? Will it be the Patriarch? Will it be the president
of the World Council of Churches? Will it be the chairman of some denomination?' The answer is, NO!
There is ever only one way that God can give His Word for He is the same yesterday, today and
forever. It isin Amos 3.7 "Surely the Lord will do nothing, but He revedeth His secret unto his servants
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the prophets” That is exactly what Rev. 10:7 says, "His servants the prophets.” Thus this Messenger of
the last Church Age will be a prophet! A Prophet-Messenger he will be in order to reved the myderies
that have been hidden from us.

But hold a moment! Does it not say in Rev. 22:18b "If any man shdl add unto these things, God
shdl add unto him the plagues that are written in this book." How then can any man add unto this book?
Surely if he hears and writes the voices of the thunders, he will be adding to this book. NOT SO. For
the voices of the thunders are SEVEN and since one CANNOT ADD, it is gpparent that what the
thunders said, are ALREADY contained in the Word but have remained as seven mygeries to us
through the ages. And that is exactly what it dl means. Is it not so that a PROPHET reveds and
APPLIES the Word to the people? Thus, there will come a Prophet-Messenger to reved and conclude
the mysteries of the Word. And since it is the Word that gives Life and Power and understanding, this
finad reveation will bring the believing, receiving ones to a readiness to meet the Lord. What other
reason could there be? God is dways utilitarian in His works.

We must now satisfy oursaves as to what the earmarks of a prophet are. We must dso determine
from Scripture what specific manifestation a prophet to the Laodicean Age would be required to have.
To daify the last premise, smply recdl that Moses had cifferent vindicating manifestation than did
Elijah. Both were prophets but in different periods of history, so of course they must needs have
qudifying and differentiating phenomena
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To examine the earmarks of a prophet: These are set forth irrevocably in Deut. 13:1-5, and Deut.
18:20-22. "If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a
wonder, And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto you, saying, Let us go after
other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; Thou shat not hearken unto the words of
that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God proveth you, to know whether ye love
the Lord your God with dl your heart and with al your soul. Ye shdl walk after the Lord your God, and
fear him, and keep His commandments, and obey His voice, and ye shal serve Him, and cleave to Him.
And that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, shal be put to desth, because he hath spoken to turn you
away from the Lord your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of
the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way which the Lord thy God commanded thee to walk
in. So shdt thou put the evil awvay from the midst of thee. But the prophet which shall presume to spesk
aword in my name, which | have not commanded him to spesk, or that shal spesk in the name of other
gods, even that prophet shal die. And if thou say in thine heart, How shal we know the word which the
Lord hath not spoken? When a prophet spesketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor
come to pass, tha is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it
presumptuoudy: Thou shdt not be afraid of him."

It is evident from these verses that God has placed men in this world with the ability to foresee the
future or to reved hidden present things. Now, it is absolutely impossible for any man to know the future
for a certainty unless he is dedling in a power that can bring the prediction to pass. Also, no man can of



The Books Page: 10

himsalf perform acts of power that lie outsde the redm of human possibilities, unless he isin touch with
some force that will do the miraculous for him a his command. Buit this ability may be common to two
groups of men:--Those who are of God, and those who are of Satan. A good example of thisis found
wherein Moses demondirated a supernatural power through faith in God; and the magicians of Egypt
duplicated the miracles by Satanic ability. There is no doubt but what we could say that God has His
prophets and Satan has his. But please note carefully the scriptures presented to you from Deut.
Chapters 13, and 18. The prophet who is of God will lead and keep men true to God by God's Word,
but the false prophet will lead men astray. Today we can ill apply the same test. The true prophet will
be a man of the WORD and will ingst that al men make the Word the criterion. He will lead men to
Chrig. Hislife
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will be exemplary in obedience to the Word, and his motives pure. He will not ded in miracles and

foretelling for the sake of materid good, but will every time point men and women to Chrigt and a
greater spiritual depth. He will always exdt the Lord Jesus, and that true sweet vison of Christ which he

sets forth will not be obscured by any actions of the prophet. Thisis S0, because the spirit of prophecy
istruly the Spirit of Chrig.

A good illugretion of what is set forth here is seen in the lives of two men. They are two
prophets-Maoses and Balaam. See the concern of Moses who is ready to give his life and his al for the
sake of the glory of God and the eternd good of the people he leads. Here is a man crying out against
an, pleading with mankind, and glorifying God. Here is one who can say: "Have | ever taken anything
from you? Have | ever told you alie? When | prophesied, did it ever fail to come to pass? Have | ever
led you estray or held anything back from you that you ought to have had? Have | not dwaysled you to
God and thought aways of your good? Have | not been faithful to both God and you?' But Baaam
could not say such as tha. In his haste to get money for divining he amost broke his leg as the ass
rubbed it severely againgt a stcone wall. In blind greed he tries to make merchandise of whatever gift he
possessed. And when he could not get enough power or authority to do Isragl harm he conceived a
plan to destroy them. This plan was to lead Isradl into fornication with the Moabites at Baal-Peor. This
was one hundred percent contrary to the Word of God. He led them FROM God This man, Balaam,
actually had neither use for the Word of God, or God, or of God's people. He was a self-seeker, a
destroyer, But a true prophet al through the Word is set forth as a servant, a seeker of other men's
welfare above his own. He does not curry favor with authority, nor does he look down on the lowly, He
says and does the Word of God. His devotion to God isin and through the Word, which he persondly
demondtrates by his minisiry and his conduct.

From what we now know it behooves us to shun power that comes from, or through lives of
wrong-hearted and wrong-acting men. Shun the words of those (though they speak ever so highly) who
would by-pass the Word of God or be in any way contrary to the Written Scripture God has breathed
to us for our lifes welfare. 1t would be well to remember that the two Simons are with us yet today:
Simon Peter and Simon the Sorcerer.
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There isthe great one of God and the other great one who has neither part nor lot with God. There are
aways two men or two groups who demonstrate power, but one has a wrong source of power. The
spirit of Antichrig is here as well as the Spirit of Christ. The spirit of Antichrist in Satan's prophetsis so
close to the red and true Spirit of God that only the VERY ELECT will escape the deception. Matt.
24:22-24 "And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved; but for the
elect's sake those days shal be shortened. Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Chrigt, or
there; believeit not. For there shdl arise false Chridts, and fase prophets, and shdl shew great signs and
wonders,; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shal decelve the very dect.” These true elect ones take
the Word. When these true Elect Ones see the prophet and his acts of power, and see that he is right
with the Word and never deviates, they know that he is of God and receive him. All that prophet says
and does leads them closer to Him Who is coming soon. They look for no other vindication. Thisisthe
vindication.

Now to examine what the Scripture sets forth as to the ministry of this prophet and messenger to the
Laodicean Age. He is BOTH Prophet and Messenger. Actudly he is the MESSENGER to the AGE.
He has aMESSAGE. But he could hardly come on the scene as a Messenger and be approved as such
without being basicaly a prophet with whom is the Word and the Power. The office of a prophet
qudifies him to be cdled the Messenger. Thisis as it was with John the Baptist. Jesus said, "What went
ye out for to see? A Prophet? Yea, | say unto you--More than a prophet. For this is he of whom it is
written, Behold | send my MESSENGER before thy face, which shdl prepare thy way before thee."
This messenger preceding the first coming of Christ was predicted in the Bible, but not called by name.
Do you not think that the Messenger to the Laodicean Age who will forerun the second coming of
Chrigt (which is more spoken of and of greater moment than the first coming of Christ) will not aso be
found in the Word if we but have eyes to seek and to see? Yes, and he, too, will have the office of a
prophet which will vindicate his postion as MESSENGER to this age, and that is exactly what Rev.
10:7 says, "In the days of the voice of the seventh messenger, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery
of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.” No other age has this
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sad about its messengers. There is not a hint a any other age except the firs and last having a
Prophet-Messenger. The other five ages had messengers. They were not prophets. They were
reformers. All had messages. All had some reveded light. None of trat five had a vindicated, "thus saith
the Lord." But Paul did. Now in this last day when the Mystery of God should be finished we will have
a Messenger who is dso a prophet, and "thus saith the Lord" will again be with us as it was with the
Apostle, Paul. This Prophet-Messenger must be among us now, for Isragl has returned to her native
land. The Times of the Gentiles is soon over 0 the Fullness must be about completed. There is
therefore even now, somewhere, this mighty Prophet-Messenger to this dying age.

But how will we recognize him? This may not be the easiest to discover because we are so complex
in our thinking, and S0 s&t in our own idess as to how he should come, and what he will be like, and
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what he will say and how he will act. But if we will just consder the Messenger of the first coming we
ought to find help regarding the Messenger of the second coming.

John came agpart from every school of religious thought. He was not a priest, though he was entitled
by birth to be one. He was not a Pharisee, nor was he a Sadducee. There is no record that he belonged
to the Essenes. He was not educated either formaly or religioudy by men. He was, however, fined with
the Holy Ghogt from his mother's womb, and that same Spirit that Filled him taught him. His aims were
so different from those round about him that he was NOT ONLY misunderstood but violently
repudiated. He was not truly understood by his own disciples, and much less understood by the groups
who came to question him. His coming, his actions, his preaching--al caused more confuson than
goparent illumination. He seemed more againgt men than for men. In dl reams, except that of the Spirit,
he was absolutely a non-conformist. Except for the Very Elect of that day he was either repudiated or
held in doubt. Now then, is it not more than possible that the Messenger who foreruns the second
coming of Chrig will be every bit such a man? Surdy we mugt credit Bible history when it shows
profusdly that every mgor prophet and messenger of God was both misunderstood and finally rejected
by dl except a bare minority in whom was the same Spirit of God.
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A factud sudy of the spiritua conditions of the last day or Laodicean Church will give us much insght
as to what kind of a person this Messenger will be. In Rev. 3:14-22 "And unto the messenger of the
church of Laodicea write, These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the
creation of God; | know thy works, that thou are neither cold nor hot. | would thou wert cold or hot, so
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hat, | will spue thee out of my mouth. Because
thou sayest | am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked, | counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in
the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of
thy nakedness do not gppear; anoint thine eyes with eyesave, that thou mayest see. Asmany as| love, |
rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold | stand at the door and knock: if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, | will come into him, and will sup with him and he with me. To him
that overcometh will | grant to St with me in my throne, even as| dso overcame, and am set down with
my father in his throne. He that hath ¢ ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches”
According to what is set forth here, the last church of the last age is the most deplorable of dl ages, and
climaxes its shame and confusion in utter gpostasy for Rev. 3:20 says "Behold | stand at the door and
knock and if any man hear my voice and open the door | will come in to him." This is none other than
Chrigt shoved out of His own church, and he is now outside trying to regain admittance. This is not a
far-fetched interpretation, but the desolate truth, for verse 22 says "He that hath an ear let him hear what
the Spirit is saying." This verse twenty has been used for so long on snners by well meaning but wrong
believing persond workers that we have failed to see the Spirit of God is foretelling the exact condition
of the Laodicean Age Church. It findly becomes Chrigtless.

Now do not be confused. The reason we have falled to see this truth is because of another failurein
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our reading the Word of God the way it is written. Read again carefully, Revelation, chapters 2 and 3.
Notice that in every single age the Spirit is gpeaking to those who are true Chrigtians and those who are
pretenders, or unbelievers. On one hand He lashes out at their gross sin and on the other He commends
them for ther piety, faith, suffering, understanding, etc. How is this? The answer issmple. All Igad is
not Israel. As Isradl means, 'Prince with God,'
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there were multitudes who bore the name as in the days of Elijah, but that did not make them truly
|sradl. Perhaps there were as many as five million in that day that were |sraglites after the flesh, but there
were only seven thousand true Isradlites that had not bowed the knee to Baal. Today we have an
identical dtuation. A fisherman goes forth to cast a net. All kinds come in. There are eds, serpents,
turtles, crabs, lobsters, shrimp, water spiders, frogs, etc., that get in that net--but aso there are FISH. A
shepherd has a flock, both sheep and goats. A farmer has afield--it contains wheat and tares. Thus we
see that dl who bear the Name "Chrigtian,” (to walk spirit-filled) though entitled to it on the grounds that
they believe in the virgin birth, the shed blood, the Holy Spirit Baptism, etc., are not truly WORD
BORN, SPIRIT FILLED CHRISTIANS. Today we have second, third, fourth, fifth, tenth, twentieth,
and thirtieth generation Chrigtians. But God does not have grandchildren, only children. So the Church
today is truly Chrigtian in the flesh as was Isradl of old, but the Church that is the REAL BODY OF
CHRIST is only a pat of that vast outer vehicle, and it is spiritud as were the seven thousand in the
days of Elijah. But as Igadl after the flesr purported to speak for God, and worshipped God, and
regulated the religious life for their day, even so now does the present nomina church purport to spesk
for God, worship God and regulate worship as we know it today.

This church today is rich. She has vast holdings in red estate and stocks and bonds. Her pastors
have retirement funds of multiplied millions. She is rich in worldly goods but poverty dricken in the
gpiritud. She is 0 far from God spiritudly that God cdls her wretched, blind, and naked and she
doesn't even know it. Yet for al her apostasy she says she speaks for God. God says, 'Y ou can't speak
for me. You are lukewarm. Y ou won't take a truly righteous stand though you claim to believe the mgjor
truths of the Word. Thus you are no longer my mouthpiece--1 spue you out of my mouth.”

Not only isthis so, but the organized religious move we have today is so al-embracing that Chrigt is
forced to step outside the church, for light and darkness cannot mix. The Protestants are going to get
back with the Roman Cathalics in the ecumenica rove. Already the Patriarch and the Pope have come
into fellowship. America has dready had one Catholic president and no doubt will have more to follow.
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The leaders of each group have repudiated the Word and drawn up their own creeds and dogmas as a
subdtitute so that people live no longer by the Word of God. Y et, in spite of dl of them denying the holy
and infdlible Word of God, these same people dare to say that they speak for God. Some go so far as
to say they are the vicars of Chrig. This is truly antichrist. Christ must needs leave the church to its
bankruptcy. As He leaves He has a word to His own: "Come out of her my people and be not
partakers cf her sns. Wherefore, come out from among them, and be ye separate, and touch not the
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unclean thing, and | will receive you." Rev. 18:4 and 2 Cor. 6:17.

To rgect the Word is to rgect Christ. When Eve alowed Satan to change but ONE word of the
commandments of God, she opened the door to the floods of sin and misery that have dogged the ways
of mankind for dl these thousands of years. The very last words of Jesus to the church warns, "Don't
take away one word--don't add one word--leave it exactly asit is, and go by that." But the church has
not listened. She has changed the Word of God to suit herself. Why right now there is a conclave of
sudents from the Jews, Catholics and Protestants who are rewriting the Bible to suit al three groups.
No wonder Dr. Billy Graham said that if the Holy Spirit left the church, she would be so unaware of it
that she would go on doing ninety percent of what she is now presently doing, and would not miss Him.
And that is exactly right. For when the Word is rgected the Spirit is rgected, for the Word and the
Spirit are ONE. Y ou can't have God gpart from His Word. It isimpossible.

Now since these are the true conditions of the church, what kind of a man will the messenger be
who comes to this age? He will not be from ANY ORGANIZED group. That would be impossible for
organizations will eventudly come together, bereft of God. He will not be from any so-caled
REPUTABLE religious source. He mugt stand done, and that FOR GOD and WITH GOD. His
manner of life, gpeech and attitudes both spiritual and materia will be unlike others. He will appear to be
the same midfit as was John and just as controversa. He will not be popular. In fact any popularity he
gans in the early days of his ministry he will lose when he begins to spegk the truth as it is given him
from on high. But he will be God's man, and the dect will know him as they have dways through the
ages. Thisman's ministry will open wider the eyes of the dect but it will close and make even blinder the
eyes of those who have become hardened. Thisis how it wasin the days of Jesus.
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Those who had a measure of light and righteousness in His days were the Pharisees. But when they
began to question and doubt and reject, dl their light turned to darkness and they were utterly darkened
until they killed their very Lord. But contrariwise there was a Samaritan lady of ill fame who saw Him at
awel. In her sin she bdieved in Him, and al her darkness became pure light and she lived through His
grace while the Pharisees died. Hear, then, this Prophet-M essenger when he comes with the Word, and
close not the ears, lest your light become darkness, and the Spirit of God speak no longer to you.

Having seen this much, let us go further in finding what scripture has to say about this messenger.
Since this man must come to us in the last day just before Jesus returns, we will naturaly examine that
timein the light of scripture referring to His coming, and see if we can find illumination on this messenger.
Jesus, Himsdlf, gave us the key. Luke 17:26-30. The characterigtics of two specific periods of time will
regppear at the end time. Those characteristics are from the days prior to the flood and the overthrow
of Sodom. "And as it was in the days of Noah, so shdl it be dso in the days of the Son of man. They
did edt, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the days that Noah entered
into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them dl. Likewise ds0 asit wasin the days of Lot; they
did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded. But the same day that Lot went
out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them dl. Ever thus shdl it bein
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the day when the Son of man is reveded.” As we read these words we need spiritud ingght, for dl
these words tdl usis that the world system is waxing worse and worse until it is like the times of Noah
and Lot. Now that is true. But what good is it to know what world conditions are if we do not have
something from God to help us in those conditions? Or, put it this way: Here is a revelation of wheat is
with the world--now then, what is with us? What is for us? Wha went on in those cays that tells us
what is on our Sde? There are dways two Sdes.

In the days of Noah there were two groups. There were the wicked who perished; but there were
aso the righteous who escaped. In the days of Lot there were three groups: 1. The dwelers in Sodom,
2. Lot and his family, 3. Abraham and his family. Now if our days are to be an exact parale to those
days we must look for the Spiritud and beneficid sde that was theirs and apply thet to oursalves.
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Look at the days of Noah. Here is not only a preacher of righteousness but a PROPHET for the
Word of God came to him and through him for that day. He warned and preached. He built the ark.
This was in obedience to the whole counsdl of God and thereby he end seven others were saved. The
Spirit of Chrigt was in this man. But even before Noah there was a prophet called Enoch. Jude speaking
about Enoch said that in the desperate time before the flood this man spoke of the SECOND
COMING OF CHRIST. Imagine that. The Second Coming when there had not even been a First
Coming. Here, indeed, is something we ought to know about for we are waiting for the Second Coming
right now. Way back there, where for many, many years they had gone against God and His holy Word
there arose a PROPHET. There when the sons of God had defiled themsalves with the daughters of
men--when knowledge was so great, and men so renowned--a period when they were rich and lacked
nothing, yet spiritudly they were wretched and blind as in this day--yes in those days came a
PROPHET. And since our day is to pattern after that period, we will not smply look and see the
increase of dn, and the lack of spiritudity amongst those that claim to be Chrigtians, but we will begin to
look for that Prophet who MUST come. As Enoch blasted out againgt sin and iniquity, he preached
right along about the Second Coming of Christ. The earth was about to be destroyed. So will it be
soon. That age of the flood, then, is a type of today when the Coming of the Lord draweth nigh. In
Noah's day the righteous were saved. God did it. The wicked perished. That will dl happen again. But
don't ever forget, as they had a Messenger who was a prophet we are going to have one a so.

Take now the days of Lot when Sodom was destroyed. The whole story is in Gen. Chapters 18
and 19. Again we must not have eyes only for the wicked. We must see what is our due and our
portion. When the enemy comes in like a flood, God raises up a standard. I1saiah 59:19 "So shdl they
fear the name of the Lord from the west, and his glory from the risng of the sun. When the enemy shall
comein like aflood, the Spirit of the Lord shdl lift up astandard againg him." Well,
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the enemy has come in,--let us then look for that standard. In the days of Lot when the cup of iniquity
was filled, God did not forget His own elect. They had His specid care. What was that care? God
Himsdlf gppeared to Abraham. There in the heat of the cay as Abraham sat at the door of his tent he
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saw three men gpproaching. He ran and fell at the feet of ONE of them and cried "MY LORD." At
eventide as the two angels (who aso agppeared as men) went down to Sodom, God started to talk to
Abraham. God gave Abraham (a PROPHET) the reveation of the destruction of Sodom. In Gen.
18:17, God said, "Shdl | hide from Abraham the thing | am about to do?' No, He could not do that for
God reveds to His servants, the prophets, what He is about to do. And as He is reveding to Abraham
about the coming destruction He reveds the COMING SON for whom FAITHFUL Abraham longed.
And notice this. Here is God appearing in human flesh, reveding to Abraham the time of that Coming
Son. As He does so, Sarah laughs in her heart. And God with His back to the tent, wherein is Sarah,
knows that laugh isin her heart and He spesks out reveding her very thoughts, even the thoughts of her
heart. God the GREAT PROPHET HIMSELF read the heart of Sarah. And thisis exactly as it should
be. In Hebrews 4:12 we read, "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing, even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." That is what the Word does. It
discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart. But the Word is God. Thus the Manifested Word (God)
in the presence of Abraham discerned the thoughts and intents of the hearts of those present.

This very act that God did was the very act the SON (God) did on earth. It was this Sign that made
the eect accept Him as the Messiah. John 1:40-51 "One of the two which heard John spegk, and
followed him, was Andrew, Smon Peter's brother. He firgt findeth his own brother Smon, and saith
unto him, We have found the Messahs, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. And he brought him to
Jesus. And when Jesus behed him, he said, Thou at Smon the son of Jonas: thou shat be Called
Cephas, which is by nterpretation, A stone. The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and
findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow, Me. Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter. Philip findeth Nathanad and saith unto him,
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We have found him, of whom Mosesin the law and the Prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son
of Joseph. And Nathanagl said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith
unto him, Come and see. Jesus saw Nathanagl coming to tim, and saith of him, Behold an Isradlite
indeed, in whom is no guile! Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and
said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, | saw thee. Nathanae!
answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Isradl. Jesus
answvered and said unto him, Because | said unto thee, | saw thee under the fig tree, beievest thou?
Thou shdt see greater things than these. And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Heregfter
ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."

See from these verses that this sign (reading hearts of men) caused Nathanad to immediately clam
this man of Nazareth to be the very Son of God, the King of Isradl. Likewise the woman at the well
received Chrigt as the Messiah on the same basis. John 4:14-29 "But whosoever drinketh of the water
that | shdl give him shdl never thirg; but the water that | shdl give him shdl be in him awdl of water
soringing up into everlading life. The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that | thirst not,
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neither come hither to draw. Jesus saith unto her, Go, cdl thy husband, and come hither. The woman
answered and said, | have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, | have no husband: For
thou hast had five husbands, and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly.
The woman saith unto him, Sir, | perceive that thou are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this
mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her,
Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shdl nether in this mountain, nor yet a Jerusdem,
worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for sdvation is of the
Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers shdl worship the Father in Spirit and
in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth. The woman saith unto him, | know that Messahs cometh, which is
Cdled Christ: when he is come, he will tel us dl things. Jesus saith unto her, | that speak unto thee am
he. And upon this came his disciples, and marveled that

Twentieth Century Prophet - Page 28

he talked with the woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? Or, why talkest thou with her? The
woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men, Come, see a man,
which told me dl things that ever | did: is not this the Christ?" She knew that He had to be a prophet.
She knew that when Messiah would come He would do that. That would be the SIGN of the Messiah.
That would be His Vindication. Now what God did as the Son was exactly what He did as the Father.
Thisis true. Read in John 8:56, "Y our father Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he saw it and was
glad." Jesus was taking about himsdlf at that time. He said that Abraham actualy saw His day--the day
in which He was, right at that time.

Thisiswha He meant by that statement. Twice in the Old Testament God gppeared to Abraham in
human form. The firgt time was when He appeared after the battle of the kings, and was cdled the King
of Salem. Then, later, He appeared at the tent of Abrahan immediatdy prior to the destruction of
Sodom. In the firgt instance His appearance typed Him as the High Priedt, the office of which He
assumed after His resurrection. But at the tent He typed out His ministry as the PROPHET, which office
He would assume during the days of Hisflesh. Duet 18:15-19 "The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee
a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shal hearken; According to
al that thou desirest of the Lord Thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear
again the voice of the Lord my God, neither let me see this great fire any more, that | die not. And the
Lord said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have spoken, | will raise them up a Prophet
from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shdl spesk unto
them dl that | shdl command him. And it shal come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my
words which he shal spegk in my name, | will require it of fim." And what He was at the tent, He was
on earth and s0 He is right now. The sign does not change. Only now it will be the Spirit in the Prophet
bringing that same sign back to earth. It has to be by way of the prophet, for as Isradl cried unto God,
"Let us not hear your voice audibly or see the fire vigbly, but spesk to us through a man, even Moses."
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God hearkened and has since then spoken only by and thru the prophet. That last day
Prophet-Messenger is duty bound to produce that Sgn if we arein the day that EXACTLY pardlesthe
days of Lot and the destruction of Sodom.
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Now while we are dwelling on that, Chrigtian friend, elect of God, remember that Abraham was not
mixed up down there in Sodom. God's elect are a separated people. (Come out of her my people)
They are not of the world. Lot was down there, but then, he was not eected. God had not caled and
separated him. He came aong only on the invitation of Abraham. He was a good man, to be sure, but
God did not gppear to him. Only angdls came with a message for him to get out. Lot was not truly
separated and neither were his children. They are the nomina Chritians who go through the tribulation.
The Sodomites, of course, are the wicked, and they are destroyed as it says in Maachi--they are
burned to ashes. But how wonderful it is to know that right now God is deding with His elect asHe did
with Abraham who is our father in the faith. Truly Abraham'’s seed will be blessed with Abraham, and
visted by God through the Spirit.

Since it is absolutely impossible to ded with a prophet rdative to the Second Coming of Christ
without congdering Elijah, we will do so now. Mait. 17:10-13, "And His disciples asked him, saying,
Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come? And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias shal
truly first come and restore dl things. But | say unto you that Elias is come adready, and they knew him
not but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise dso shdl the Son of Man suffer of them.
Then the disciples understood that He spake unto them of John the Baptist." It will be noted here
immediatdly that the prophet Elijah mugt certainly return to this earth. But it is dso immediately noted
that Jesus termed John the Baptist, Elijah. John was not the reincarnation of Elijah. He was John with
the same Spirit upon him that was upon Elijah. Thisis the same case as is seen when Elisha prayed for a
double portion of the Spirit that was upon Elijah and he received that double portion of the same Spirit.
This did not make Elisha to be Elijah. 1t smply gave him the ministry by the Same Spirit. Now follow
this up to our time. Will we not aso have a prophet upon whom this same ministry by the Holy Ghost
descends? Will such a one come at the end of this church age? Look at Maachi 4:5-6, "Behold, | will
send Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: And he shdl turn
the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to the fathers, lest | come and amite
the earth with acurse.”
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Here is one of those most peculiar scriptures that in one sweep encompasses two widdy separated
events deding with one person. The person involved is Elijah. The two events are his manifestation
before both the comings of Jesus Christ. Now of course thisis not Elijah indeed, but only the "Elijah
minigtry” for there is no reincarnation in the Bible. In fact the Word explains these two events. Maachi
4:6a"And he shdl turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,” is a reference to John the Baptist as set
forth in Luke 1:17. "And he shdl go before Him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared
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for the Lord." This one upon whom the Foly Spirit comes in such a way as to designate an Elijah
minidry is the very same in Mdachi 3:1a, "Behold | will send my messenger, and he shal prepare the
way before me." of Matthew 11:7-10. "And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes
concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind? But what
went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings
houses. But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, | say unto you, and more than a prophet.
For thisis he, of whom it is written. Behold, | send my messenger before thy face, which shal prepare
thy way before thee” Now as it has been pointed out in Maachi 4.6 only the first part of that verse
referred to John the Baptist upon whom the Elijah ministry had falen. The last part obvioudy belongs to
another messenger with the same ministry, who will & some time turn the hearts of the children to the
fathers. They will not be the same person. They will be different men, ages gpart. Indeed, if this prophet
appears today, he will be the Elijah for our day, living 2000 years after John.

Now to understand the meaning involved in Mdachi 4:6 let us sudy carefully the thought, "He shall
turn the hearts of the Fathers to the children.”

Turning the hearts of the fathers to the children as explained by the Angd is to the end that a
‘prepared people are made ready for the Lord." In Romans 9:23 we learn, "And that he might make
known the riches of his glory on the vessals of mercy which he had afore prepared unto glory.” These
vessds of mercy are the ELECT CHILDREN OF GOD. THEY ARE THE PREPARED ONES. And
this ministry of John had to do with the FATHERS of these elect ones. Something had to be done to
turn the hearts of the fathers to them. It would come through the ministry of John.
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And it did come through that ministry. For when John appeared the fathers were not taking God's Word
but their own. They were snning and cdling it righteousness. They voided the Word of God. John came
thundering on the scene. Out of the desert he came dressed in skins, and rough and coarse was his
exterior. Bold and cutting were his ways. He dashed with the Word and Spirit of God. And they being
stronger than the gates of hdl cut a men's hearts and brought many to the baptism of repentance and
faith that the MESSIAH was about to appear. This ministry in the Spirit that John began was taken up
by Jesus, for John had to decrease while Jesus increased. The hearts of the fathers being turned to the
Word (written)--it was not so great a step now to turn to the WORD (Manifested). These disciples
later became the gpostles and they in turn became the fathers of the church, for the Gentile church is
built upon the foundation of the gpostles and prophets. Eph. 2:19,20A, "Now therefore ye are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God: Eph. 2:20A
"And are built upon the foundation of the gpostles and prophets™ But the Jewish heart is bascdly
againg the Gentile. On their own they never would have received the Gentiles. But this great change
wrought by the ministry of John in turning the hearts to the Word consequently led the apostles to turn to
the children of God, Gentiles though they were. Acts. 15:14-18 "Simeon declared how God at the first
did vigt the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. And to this agree the words of the
prophets, as it is written, After this | will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is



The Books Page: 20

fdlen down; and | will build again the ruins thereof, and | will st it up: That the resdue of men might
seek after the Lord, and dl the Gentiles, upon whom my name is cdled, saith the Lord, who doeth dl
these things. Known unto God are dl his works from the beginning of the World." John had so
presented the Word that the fathers received the full revelation on the Gentile children and their hearts
turned to them. But since the "fathers fll adeep,” the church has drifted. Once more the Word has been
left and men have accepted tradition in its place. Now there must and will come aman, a prophet upon
whom that same spirit (which was upon Elijah, upon Elisha, upon John) must and will fal. He will bring
the Word. He Will turn the hearts of the children back to the fathers, back to the true Word, back to
the Word origindly preached, back to the sgns that follow the Word. He will forerun the Second
Coming of Christ wherein Jesus comes to catch avay His Bride.
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Yes, a Prophet-Messenger will come to bring the Bride back to the Word and the mighty works
that follow the bdlievers. According to that 7th verse in Rev. 10 he will have a message. He will spesk
much. In that message that foreruns the Second Coming he will be given by God the power to reved the
mysteries that have been hidden. This may sound like a large order. It is, but yet it must come to pass.
The reason it must be s0, is S0 basic as to need no explanation. Yet it will be explained. The firg
messenger, Paul had "Thus saith the Lord,” on the scriptures. Since then we have had nothing but
division over their interpretation.

In fact the present erareminds one of the day in which Jesus said that the traditions of men made the
Word of God of none effect. The denominations have invariably danted the Word to fulfill their own
causes and desires, and thereby much true meaning of the Word had been lost.

In Paul's day he gave the fullness of the meaning. But it has been logt as carnd minds attempted to
explain it. Each group that has separated over the interpretation clams to be right and guided by the
Holy Ghogt. Some or al have to be wrong, for the Holy Ghost cannot lie and cause divison, neither is
He of two minds. Thusit isimperative that we have a prophet today with "Thus saith the Lord,” who will
bring the hearts of the children to the exact truth of the fathers. It was abiding in that origind WORD
that brought the power. We have to get back to the TRUE meaning and then ABIDE in it, and when the
Bride becomes a WORD BRIDE she will manifest the works exactly as did Christ. How we look for
that Prophet Messenger to come and bring the message of he Word that Jesus might be truly
manifested amongst us once more, by the Spirit.

This messenger to the Laodicean age will have a tremendous burden placed upon him. It will be
with him as it was with other prophets, especiadly Moses. The people were oppressed under Pharaoh.
For Moses to come and declare himself a prophet of God and worthy of attention and obedience to the
Word of God in his mouth, he would of necessity have to gain their attention through some vindication
by God that would defy dl dispute.
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This can be easily understood. The Hebrews had not had a prophet for about 400 years. Such alength
of time would see severa generations without the dynamic truth of God in their midst, and a consequent
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ignorance of God's way. Moses would need supernaturd vindication of his minigry to catch ther
attention and capture their hearts. Thisis the very same stuation when both John and Jesus came. |sradl
was without a prophet for another 400 years with the consequent deterioration of truth into human
tradition. How very difficult it would be to turn Isragl to truth by a prophet. Thus when God sent Moses
He sent him with two signs. If the people refused the first sign (the rod made into a serpent) they would
hearken to the voice of the second sign (the hand glaced in the bosom, turning leprous and then clean.)
Ex. 4:8, "And it shdl come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first
sgn, that they will believe the voice of the second sign.” God said that the Signs were voices. Each time
the sign appeared in the minisiry of Moses it was the voice of God spesking. It would naturdly do two
things. It would impd the one to come, and harden the other more and more. That is what the sign did.
That is what the voice of God does. It draws some and they come closer to the sign as did Moses
himslf when the bush glowed, but on the other hand that voice in calling will harden the heart more and
more as it rgjects God. It happened thus to Pharaoh. It happened thus to the Pharisees. But Moses was
not discouraged. He kept on. He knew that God was with him in his cdling, for the voice that he was
obeying was a Scriptural Voice. A true prophet like Moses will adways be one with the Word. The
voice that cried out of the bush spoke the Word of God as it had been given to that great prophet,
Abraham. It said, "l remember my promise to my people.” So Moses listened and obeyed, and in o
doing he brought the promise of God for the people of that generation.

Now when God spoke by that sign there was only one avenue left. Isragl had to move out of
Egypt--the Exodus had to come. There will be afina vindicating sgn and our day will be over, too--the
Rapture must come. As John the Baptist cried, "Behold the lamb of God," without doubt this messenger
to the last age will cry, "Behold the Bridegroom cometh.” As the gpostle Paul declared the mysteries of
God that produced such dynamic faith in the early church, even so now, when that last prophet reveds
what Paul did truly teach, that SAME WORD that brought that early church FAITH which is based
solidly on the Word, will now bring back that faith, and that will be Rapturing Faith, to meet the Lord in
the air and be forever with Him.

Twentieth Century Prophet - Page 34

We have then, amost interesting premise. Such a prophet as we have set forth from the Word must
gppear on the scene. That thisis the last day we have no doubt, but we might have a doubt as to who
that prophet is. Who is he? Where is he? Who is that man so vindicated by God with visons and signs
and wonders? Who is that man who never yet had a revelaion fail? Who is he who leads men to God
through the Word and never leaves the Holy Writ? Such a man we look for. Such a man even now must
be in our midst--a prophet of prevaling truth!
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THE VINDICATED MESSENGER
CHAPTER 3
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THE MANIFESTED VINDICATION

There can be no doubt whatsoever that there is a Prophet-Messenger to this last age. The search
for that prophet, then, must be of paramount and immediate interest. If such a man istoday living, then
that man ought aready to be working out his ministry to a degree. There must be a ministry that would
mark him out as that Messenger. Thus would he be known.

According to our understanding of Scripture this man will not be recognized by the religious systems
and orders of the day, so we cannot look for him there. He will not be numbered amongst the
ecclesagticd mighty. In fact he could well be as obscure as was John or Jesus. His birth would no
doubt be as humble as that of dl the other prophets. Without a doubt much of his ministry would be
disouted while a part of it would be welcomed. All thisis true if he will run true to scripture. And if heis
the Messenger he will, of course, run true to Bible pattern.

There is such a man in the world today who is absolutdy scripturdly vindicaied as being the
Prophet-Messenger to the Laodicean Age. He has every requisite as set forth in the Word. His ministry
is accepted in part, and in part rgjected. His birth, upbringing, education, preaching, teaching, ministering
in the Spirit, has every scripturd quaification and he is thus vindicated.

That man is Rev. William Branham, now residing in Tucson, Arizona, and formerly of Jeffersonville,
Indiana, where most of his life was spent.

William Marrion Branham was born to a very young couple April 6, 1909, in a most humble log
cabin in Burksville, Kentucky. For two days after his birth his fifteen year old mother, eighteen year old
father, and vistors saw hanging over his crib, a white hazy light that had come in through the window,
and stood over his head a birth. No one understood the significance of it, and no one, therefore, put
any gock in it relative to hisfuture life.

As long as he can remember, he recelved visions that he could not understand, and yet whenever a
vison was of afuture event, it never faled to come to pass exactly ashe saw it.

Twentieth Century Prophet - Page 36

One day when he was but seven years of age, as he was carrying water for his father, he was
dartled to hear the sound of wind in the leaves of the tree under which he was resting for a moment. He
looked up, but there was no visble movement. As he started to leave, the sound came again, but this
time it was louder. Looking up he saw a whirlwind in the tree, and out of the whirlwind there came an
audible voice saying, "Don't ever smoke, or drink, or defile your body in any way, for there will be a
work for you to do when you are older." He was naturaly frightened and ran screaming into the house.
Somehow he was unable to tell his mother the experience, so she concluded that William was a very
nervous boy and needed rest.

A few weeks later while outsde playing, a vison broke across his eyes and he saw a bridge being
built over the Ohio river (he was now living in Jeffersonville, Indiana) and as men worked he saw a span
fdl, taking to desth a number of workmen. Twenty-two years later when the bridge was being built at
that exact spot as seen in the vison, a span did break away, hurling those men to their death.

Since he did not come from a spiritua home (his father often bootlegged whiskey) he did not redize
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that God was dedling with him. Thus, when socid pressure was placed on him by his father and
companions, he would try to drink, smoke and go to dances, etc. But his trids were fallures, for each
time he launched out to smoke or drink he heard the peculiar sound of the wind blowing and fdt the
presence of an unseen being. Being frustrated and nervous he tried to keep away from the peculiar life
that was tis, but he could not.

On two occasions he was accosted by astrologers who attempted to explain to him that he was
born under a sgn. They both told him that he was the possessor of a gift, though neither told what it
was. One of them went into scripture to give him details. Though interested lightly in what was said he
shrugged it off as best he could. Later he understood about asirologers and mediums and rebuked them,
taking authority over them in the Name of Jesus. But as yet, he was not born again.

He moved out West to become a range hand when about eighteen. But the tragic news of his
brother's desth soon brought him home. The sorrow of desth and the pressure of his strange life caused
a nervous debility to set in. His body became weakened. Appendicitis set in. An operation became
imperative. While under the anesthetic he fdt his life dip away, and for some time his lifeless body lay
upon the operating table while the doctor worked franticaly to restore his heart beet. During that time
he saw visions of heaven and hades. He cried to God and promised that if God spared his life, he would
seek Him and serve Him. Much to the amazement of the doctors, his life was restored.
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True to his word he went about seeking God. One day he prayed alone in the wood shed. There a
cross of light gppeared to him and a voice spoke to him out of the cross in an unknown language. The
cross of light then disgppeared. He was spellbound with wonder and fear. He had aready learned by
reading his New Testament that there were different kinds of spirits, so he wondered whether this was
of God or not. Once more he earnestly prayed to God and the cross of light appeared again and the
Spirit of God spoke peace to his heart. As the joy of salvation flooded his soul, he jJumped up and ran
through the sheer exuberancy of sins forgiven and peace made with God.

Since it was truly God who was now in hislife, he was led to know and understand that the Baptism
with the Holy Ghogt was for him. One day while looking to God, it seemed as though rain fell upon his
body--literdly pdting it, and snking degp within him. He was completely, overflowingly filled with the
Holy Ghogt.

He sought and found excdllent fellowship and teaching with the Missionary Baptists and was soon
ordained to preach the gospd. God gave him good success for his tent often had crowds of 3000 and
there were many people truly born again.

It was during June of 1933 that as he was baptizing the converts in the Ohio River that a most
amazing and wel documented phenomenon occurred. As he was baptizing the seventeenth person
before a crowd estimated at about 4000 there appeared a blazing whirling star out of heaven with the
sound of rushing wind audible to dl, and it came and hovered over him. As many ran in fear, and others
knelt in prayer, a voice spoke out of the pillar of fire to him and said, "As John the Baptist was the
forerunner of tre firg coming of Christ, O your message is the forerunner of the second coming of
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Chrigt." Of course he adone heard the words though others heard the sound. This is exactly as it was
when Paul was blinded by God and heard His voice. Others heard a sound but not the actua voice or
the words of the voice.
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Being a firm believer in the whole Word of God, and standing firm on the fact that Jesus Chrigt is the
same yesterday, and today, and forever, he did not hestate to pray for the sck. Thus al through his
minisry he sought to help the infirm. The results were mog gratifying until even the hospital personnel
admitted to the power of God and knew that when the "little Baptist preacher” came, someone was
going to get well.

Now that he was firmly in the Word, it might be expected that the visons would cease. On the
contrary they became multiplied and with tremendous results for good, for the visons usudly indicated a
great need that was going to be met by God, and surely it would take place with never afailure--no not
one. Whatever he saw in the vison he would tdll, and the results were invarigbly what the end of the
vison indicated. It was aliterd "Thus saith the Lord." It was then clearly established that he must be one
of whom itissad, "Your young men shdl seevisons”

Not only did he see visons that aways came to pass rdative to his persond ministry but he had
many recorded visons (which he aso rdated) which dedlt with world wide affairs that must come to
pass before the return of Christ. Perhaps the most remarkable of these were the following seven:

In June of 1933 when Brother Branham was conducting his services in the old Masonic hal on
Meigs avenue, seven mgor events which are to come to pass before the return of the Lord cameto him
by way of avigon. It was on a June morning just before he wes to teach a Sunday school classthet this
series appeared while he was in a trance. He saw in avison that the dictator of Itay, Benito Mussolini,
would invade Ethiopia and according to the voice spesking to him, Ethiopia "would fdl a his
(Mussolini's) steps.” However, the voice continued and prophesied a dread end of the dictator, for he
would have a horrible death and his own people would literdly spit on him.

The next vison indicated America would be drawn into a world war againg Germany which would
be headed up by the Ausdtrian, Adolph Hitler. The voice predicted that this terrible war would
overthrow Hitler and he would come to a mysterious end. In this vision he was shown the Segfried line
whereet a great toll of American lives would be exacted.

It might be well to mention here that a subsequent vison relative to thiswar predicted that President
Roosevet would declare war againgt Germany and in so doing would eventudly be eected for a fourth
term.
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The third part of the vison showed that though there were three ISVIS, Fascism, Nazism, Communism
in the world: that the first two would come to nothing but that Communism would flourish. The voice
admonished him to keep his eyes on Russa concerning futLre involvements, for Fascism and Nazism
would end up in Communism.

The fourth vison that appeared to him was one in which there was predicted to be tremendous
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technological advances right after the war. This was symbolized by an egg shaped car with a plagtic
bubble roof, going down beautiful highways completely under perfect remote control. There was no
steering whed in the car and the occupants of the car appeared to be playing a game like checkers.

The fifth scene that appeared involved the womanhood of the world. In this scene there appeared
the fast mora decay of women. Starting back when she received her so-called liberty to enter into
worldly affairs by means of the vote, she soon began to wear clothes that were too reveding. She
bobbed her hair and adopted the clothing of men. Findly the vison showed her dl but stripped naked
and she merdly covered hersdf with a tiny apron about the size and shape of a fig leaf. With her
womanhood <0 little valued a terrible decay of al flesh came upon the earth and with it perverson even
as st forth by the Word of God.

Then there arose in the United States a most beautiful woman clothed in splendor, and great power
was given to her. She was lovely of feature but there was a hardness about her that defied description.
Beautiful as she was, she was yet crud, wicked and cunning. She dominated the land with her authority,
she had complete power over the people. The vison indicated that either such a woman would literaly
aise or that this woman of the vison was merdy a type of an organization which is scripturdly
characterized by a femde. Though the voice did not spesk out and reveal who she was, he fdt in his
heart that this woman represented the risng Roman Catholic Church, and he insarted in parenthesis
besde at the end of this vison which he had written out, (perhaps the Catholic church).

The voice bade him look once more. As he turned and beheld, a great explosion rent the entire
land, and left the land of America a smouldering, chactic ruin. As far as the eye could see there was
naught but craters, smoking piles of debris, and no humanity in Sght.

The vison then faded away.
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Some fine scholars of scripture would warn him that his visons were not inspired of God. He was
worried many times about this, and earnesily sought God to let this peculiar ministry pass from him. Yet
the visions kept breaking before his eyes and ever coming to pass. No one was harmed by them, but on
the contrary the children of God prospered because of them. At this point he had not redlized that even
Jesus was accused of being of the devil. Neither had he seen that his ministry being identified by
astrologers was no different from the time that devilsidentified Paul's.

The years passed by and he served God to the best of his ability both as a pastor and [aborer. He
was a game warden with the Indiana State Government. One day, May, 7, 1946, when he was leaving
for alittle hunting trip with a friend, as he passed under ¢ maple tree in his yard a mighty rushing wind
broke loose in the top of the maple. It seemed that the tree would be torn badly. He staggered under
the tremendous impact. His wife ran to him, thinking he had become ill. He turned to her and said, "For
over twenty years | have not been able to understand this ministry or mysdif. | can't go on like this. I've
got to know the answer. Isthis of God? What isit dl aout? I've got to know. I'm going away, leaving
you and the baby. | can't come back until I know the answer. | win seek God with my Bible and prayer,
and find out or never come back.” What a difficult thing to say and to do. What dedication to God--to
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know Him or die.

Having thus made up his mind he went done to seek God in a secret place, determined to know the
answer and to find peace in his life. Hiding himsdf away from dl, he cast himsdf down upon his face
crying to God to forgive him of al his falures and eernestly committed himsdf to the full will of God.
When he had prayed his heart out, he sat up, waiting for the answer. About the eeventh hour he saw a
soft light gppearing. There hung that great star. It did not have points, but was more like a bal of fire.
Then he heard footsteps and there approached unto him a man of large stature, perhaps 200 poundsin
weight, dark of complexion, with shoulder length hair. His face was beardless. As he caught the eye of
this fine looking sranger he was very fearful. But the stranger looked & him very kindly and said, " Fear
not. | am sent from the presence of Almighty God to tdl you that your peculiar life and your
misunderstood way's have been to indicate that God has sent you to take a Gift of Hedling to the people
of the world. IF YOU WILL BE SINCERE AND GET THE PEOPLE TO BELIEVE YOU,
NOTHING SHALL STAND BEFORE YOUR PRAYER, NOT EVEN CANCER."
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After explaining this to Brother Branham, the angel went on to say thet like Moses he was to receive
two peculiar Sgns, one of which would raise the peoplé€s faith, while the other would be a sign of the
Second Coming of Christ. The first Sign was to be given some timein advance of the second and would
be a peculiar Sgn in his hand. This sign would be that as he grasped the hand of any person who had a
germ-type disease his hand would be swollen and take on different shades of color whereby he would
know the names of the diseases. If there were other diseases than the bacterid type, the Spirit would let
him know by revelation what the trouble was. This gift has been seen by many people and is a
tremendous faith builder. However, to smply read about it without seeing a visble manifestation of it is
confusing, Yet itisagenuine gift.

The second sign which was to follow would be the ability to know in the Spirit the secrets of men's
hearts as well as their physical problems. This Sgn has aso been seen by countless numbers and not
only raises faith, but since that ability belongs to the prophet, it is a definite Sgn of the soon coming of
the Lord.

As it does not take long for news of such a greast minigtry to get around, it was not long until Rev.
Branham was cdled to many places. He held great meetings dl over America and in many parts of the
world. Some of these meetings overseas are of particular moment for they illugtrate the power of God in
his life. For example it iswdl known that the late King George the sixth of England was hedled of aleg
condition. The King's letter of thanks and praise to God is in Brother Branham's files. Also, a grest part
of Finland knows of theraising of adead boy while he was over there.

In Africawhere Brother Branham held a service in Durban the crowd numbered over 100,000 and
in one afternoon it was estimated that over 30,000 people received Christ as Saviour. This tremendous
move toward God came as the heathen saw that the God of miracles Hill lives, and that He is the only
true God. The hedling was on this wise: Flanked by scores of preachers and many doctors, Brother
Branham preached the Word and then Called on those who needed hedling. Amongst those who
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came was a poor deformed creature who shortly after birth had been so cruelly injured that he was
never able to walk erect, but actualy waked dl bent over on both hands and feet, and was therefore
much like an animd in movement. The ones who cared for him tried to meke a living for him by
exhibiting him in the streets as a curiosity. They had put achain and collar around his neck as one would
a bear and he would prance up and down like an anima dancing and thereby hope to gain afew cents
to live by. As he came up for prayer Brother Branham had a vison of the man standing upright, hedled
by the power of God. With this vison before him he then chalenged the heethen and unbelievers to
accept the Lord as Saviour if this man were to be made ingtantly well. Many, if not multitudes, knew this
man and his terrible predicament. He chalenged the heethen, the agnogtics, the church members, the
various native tribes, and they al agreed that if this man were hedled in Jesus Name, then Jesusindeed is
God. As <oon as Brother Branham prayed the man stood upright. How the people cheered and praised
God. After the dtar cdl which was given twice so that hone could misunderstand the purpose, it was
estimated that over 30,000 came for salvation, while 25,000 received their hedling.

At the end of the sarvices in that city, the mayor led in a great parade which featured seven trucks
loaded with crutches, canes, and other implements once used by cripples to facilitate movement.

In the city of Bombay, India, where it was estimated that 400,000 came to hear him, he preached
the Word of God with authority, declaring they were far too superdtitious and that their gods were
powerless. To clarify his point he took the leading beggar cf the city who was completely blind from
gazing at the sun which he worshipped. This man was known to the mayor and dl people of the city. In
avison Brother Branham saw who he was, where he lived, how he had become blind. In short he knew
his whole persona history which he reveded to the people. They were amazed, but this amazement was
not as great as their wonder a& what to do when Brother Branham chalenged dl the leading priests
present to come and pray to their gods for the man's deliverance. He hdlenged the Budigs, he
chdlenged the Jains; he cdled upon them dl. None answered this cal. When dl refused he said to them,
"Your priests and leaders have dl refused to come in the names of their gods. Today | have comein the
name of my Lord Jesus Christ.
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They say their gods cannot heal this man. | say that my God can. Now, then, if, when | pray to my God
this man gets heded, will you forsake dl these powerless gods and come to Jesus as your Saviour?'
The crowd agreed that this was the thing to do. Then according to the vison that Brother Branham had
of the man receiving his sght, he took the poor beggar in his ams and prayed. The man suddenly
screamed out that he could see and demondtrated it by his actions. Pandemonium broke loose as those
poor people tried to reach Brother Branham, just to touch him and be healed.

In Germany he confounded the witch doctors who came out in force to frustrate his ministry. They
actualy succeeded in bringing a huge black cloud over the tent which with tornadic force would rip it to
shreds. Brother Branham stepped on the platform and in Jesus Name, the cloud was ingtantly dispersed
and the sun shone through.
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Perhgps one of the mogt fascinating illustrations of his public minidry in America is one that
happened in Portland, Oregon. In that city there was a man of huge and powerful stature, who, because
he was evidently demon possessed, loved to break up Gospel services. He had been very successful in
doing this every time he went to a meeting. When Brother Branham came to Portland to preach in a
huge auditorium, this same man suddenly gppeared during the preaching service and with quick grides
came up on the platform. Shaking his fist and threstening to harm Brother Branham he cadled him a
decaver, afake, a snake in the grass, atool of the devil. Brother Branham had been preaching on the
power of God, so when the policemen ran forward he waved them back and met the chdlenge done.
The man drew nearer giill threatening. The audience was told to remain quiet and pray. For some reason
that vicious person could not come right up to Brother Branham but spoke hisinvectives from afew feet
back. Then Brother Branham with great camness said, " Satan, because you have chalenged the servant
of God before this congregation, you must bow before me. In the name of Jesus you will fall a my feet.”
Strong as that man was, and determined and fierce as he was, he dowly began to wilt--perspiration
good on his brow. Frudration and fear crept across his face. Then with a swaying movement
resembling that of a serpent he fell motionless across the feet of Brother Branham. Strong men had to
remove him. Then the meeting went or in the same demonstration and power of God.
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A congant flow of marvelous visions have passed before the eyes of this prophet of God. The
following are most amazing and enlightening:

VISION I -- WARNING AGAINST SPIRITUALISM

One night, not long after Brother Branham's conversion, he returned from a place under an old oak
tree, where before he had engaged in secret prayer. It was some time between one and three A.M. His
mother and father heard him as he entered his room, and they cdled him, tdling him hislittle Sster was
ill. He knelt and prayed for her and then returned to his own room.

After entering his room, he heard a sound which was like two eectric wires rubbing together,
causing them to arc. He was working lineman at the time, and he thought there must be a short in the
circuit in the house. But suddenly the sound changed, and a strange light filled the room. Then it seemed
to him that he was standing in the air. It frightened him very much and he thought be was dying.

After that he noticed that the light was dl around him. Looking up he saw a large dar just above
from where the light was coming. It came closer and closer. Then it seemed he could neither breathe nor
speak. Next the star appeared to settle on his breast.

At tha point the scene changed, and it seemed that he gppeared upon a green grassy hill, and just in
front of him lay an old-fashioned four-cornered candy jar. Insde the jar was a large tobacco moth or
fly--trying to free itsdlf. He started to turn to Fisright, and there was the mighty ange standing looking at
him. The angd sad, "See what | have to show you." Then Brother Branham saw an am cast a Sone,
and breek the candy jar. The tobacco moth tried to fly away. But it could not get off the ground; its
body was too heavy for its short wings.

Then out of the moth came swarms of flies, and one of the flies flew in Brother Branham's ear. The
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angd sad unto him "The flies which you have seen represent evil spirits, such as spirits of divination and
fortune-tdling.”

Then he warned, "Be careful.” This was repeated three times. After that Brother Branham came to
himsdlf. He could not degp any more that night. The following day he was very careful. He would wetch
every move, expecting something to happen at any time. The whole thing was very new to him for it was
the first warning he ever had by avison.
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At noon that day, he went to a little grocery store to buy his lunch. There was a Christian who
worked in the store; Brother Branham had just led him to Chrigt. He afterwards was a greet help to
Brother Branham in the Gospel work. While there, Brother Branham was rdating his vison to him when
alady stepped in the front door of the store.

Brother Branham had a peculiar fedling, and he knew a strange spirit had come in. He mentioned it
to Brother George DeArk, his friend. The lady stepped up to Brother DeArk's brother Ed, and said, "I
am looking for a man by the name of Branham. | have beer told he is a man of God." Then Ed cdled
Brother Branham. When he came where she was, she asked him, "Are you William Branham, the
prophet of God?' He answered her, "I am William Branham.”

She questioned, "Are you the one that performed that miracle on Mr. William Merrill at the hospita
and heded Mary Der Ohanian (she lives on E. Oak St., New Albany, Ind.)--after she had been
crippled for 17 years?' Hereplied, "1 am William Branham; Jess Chrigt hedled them.” Shethen said, "'l
have lost somered edtate, and | want you to locate it for me." Bro. Branham never did understand what
she meant by her statement concerning real estate, but he knew that Satan had sent her on this errand.

He then said to her, "Madam, you have come to the wrong person; you must have been looking for
areader or a medium." Then she turned to him and asked, "Aren't you a medium?' He replied, "l am
not. Mediums are of the devil. | am a Christian and have the Spirit of God." Upon hearing this she gave
him an icy look. Before he could say anything further he heard the Spirit of God say to him thet she was
amedium hersdf, and that thiswas the fly that cameto his ear, in the vison.

Then he told her, "The Lord sent His angdl to me last night in a vison, to warn me of your coming
and for meto be careful. | thank my Lord for His guiding hand. Now this work that you are in is of the
devil, and you are come to grieve the Spirit of God." She fdt of her heart, and said that she needed
some medicine. Brother Branham replied, "Madam, quit doing these things and your heart will be dl
right.” She waked from the store only a short distance, when she suffered a heart attack and died right
on thesdewalk.
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A few days later, Brother Branham was speaking to some mechanics in a garage about the love of
Chrig, in the same city of New Albany, and he dso told the men about the vison. He was just about to
ask them to pray and give their hearts to God, when the man from the garage next door sad, "Billy, you
are welcome in my garage anytime, but leave that fanatica rdigion outside.” Brother Branham replied,
"Sir, where Jesus is not welcome | will not come. But | spesk that which is true, which God has
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revealed unto me."

After the man had made this atement, he gave a snarling laugh, then shook his hand a Brother
Branham and walked out of the building. But before he could get to his garage, his own son-in-law,
backing out of the door with his truck full of scrap iron, struck him, crushing both his feet and ankles.

Two days later, while spesking a a street meeting, a lady with a crippled arm said to Brother
Branham, "1 know God's anointing is upon you. When you pray please remember my crippled am. It
has been in that condition for severa years." He spoke to her, "If you truly believe, sretch out your arm,
for Jesus Chrigt has heded you." Immediately her arm was made straight. The poor woman cried for joy
as she kndlt and thanked God.

A woman gtanding by said, "If that religion Billy Branham has is the true rdigion, | do not want any
of it." But as she turned to wak away a peculiar thing happened. She sumbled over a board, and failing
to the ground, she broke her arm in 15 places. The arm that was broken, was on the same sde as the
woman's was that was healed.

VISION II -- THE MILLTOWN VISION

Sometime later Brother Branham was again a his mother's home. Like most other visons, this one
came to him about two or three o'clock in the morning. It seemed that he was in a dark woods, and as
he wandered aong he heard a most pathetic cry. It seemed as if he were hearing a lamb bleating. He
thought, "Where is that poor little thing," and he began searching for it through the cloud and darkness.
At firgt he thought that it was saying, "Bah-h-h Bah-h-h-h." But as the sound got closer, it seemed to be
a human voice saying, "Mi-I-I-town, Mi-I-I-town."
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Well, Brother Branham had never heard of that name before, and just then he came out of the vison.
He began to tell his people that somewhere there was one of God's lambs in distress, and it was near a
place Caled Milltown. A man by the name of George Wright, who had attended Brother Branham's
church said that he knew of a Milltown that was only alittle way from where he lived. (Brother Wright's
address is De Pauw, Indiana) So the next Saturday Brother Branham went to Milltown.

Arriving there, he looked around but he couldn't seem to see anything that the Lord would want him
down there for. Findly he decided he would hold a street mesting in front of a store, but Brother
Wright, who was with him, said that he had an errand to co firgt, and asked if Brother Branham would
go with him. He answered, "Yes, gr, | will." They drove up a hill and Brother Branham saw a big
Baptist Church, located next to a graveyard. Brother Wright said, "This church is not being used
anymore except for funerds.” Just as he sad that, Brother Branham felt something move over his heart.
There was where the Lord wanted him. When he told Brother Wright this, he replied, "1 will go and get
the keys to let you indde s0 you can look &t it." While he was gone Brother Branham sat down on the
seps and prayed, "Heavenly Father, if this is where you want me, open this door for me" The Lord
permitted that to happen and he announced a meseting. But he soon saw that the Situation would be very
difficult, as the churches there had taught the people againg Divine Hedling.

The first man Brother Branham asked to come to the meetings said to him, "We are too busy to go
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to any revivd; we raise chickens and haven't time for anything like that." However, shortly after thet, this
man died, so he didn't raise any more chickens.

The following Saturday they began the reviva. Only four people attended and they were the Wright
family. The next night was a little better. On the third night, a hard-looking man came to the door of the
church, knocked the ashes out of his pipe, came in, and sat down in the back. Then he questioned
Brother Wright, "Where is that little Billy Sunday, | want to get a good look a him." Brother Wright
came forward and told Brother Branham that a very hard case had just come in the building. However,
before the service was over that night, he was a the dtar crying out to God. His name is William Hall
and he is the pastor of that church now.

Soon many were coming and Brother Branham mentioned to the people about the vison. Then
Brother Hal came and said, "Why Brother Branham, there isa girl that lives down the hill here, who has
been reading your book
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"JESUS CHRIST THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY, FOREVER." She has been lying on her back
for eight years and nine months, and has never raised from bed. She is tubercular, and the doctors said
years ago that there was no hope. She is now about 23 years old. She ies there wasting away and
weighs only about forty pounds. The girl has been begging and crying for you to come down to her, but
her parents belong to a certain church here, and it has been announced to that congregation that if any of
them went down to hear you, they would be dismissed from the church. But will you go?’

Brother Branham answered, "I will go, if you can get her father and mother to say that it isdl right.”
Brother Branham fdt that God was leading him down that way. The girl's name was Georgia Carter and
her father was a superintendent of a stone quarry. The mother sent word that he could come down and
seethe girl, but neither she nor the father would be in the house while he was there.

When he entered the room, he saw his little book lying on the bed and he asked, "Do you believe
what you have read,” She replied, "1 do, Sr." This was spoken in avoice so0 low that he had to get very
near in order to hear what she said. At that time he cid not understand as much as he does now about
hedling, but prayed for the people as he saw them hedled by vison. So he told her about the Nale girl
who had been heded, and suggested that she should pray that God would lead him through a vison to
pray ior her. (Later, he learned, of course, that dl may be heded by believing God's Word, dthough
God Hill revedsto him many hedings by vison.)

The meeting went on. God continued to bless until there were severd hundred people in atendance.
One day Brother Branham had a baptisma service a Totton Ford on Blue River. That afternoon he
was to baptize some thirty or forty people. Shortly before, in thislocdity, aminister had held a mesting
there and had preached againgt immersion. But that afternoon God manifested His power in such away
that over fifteen of his people marched out into the water with their good clothes on and were baptized.

Now dl that week Georgia had been praying, "Oh Lord, send Brother Branham to see me again,
show him by vison that | may be heded, so | can be baptized with the rest of them.” When the day of
the baptizing came, the girl was very restless and kept crying. The mother tried to quiet her, but her
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heart was broken
Twentieth Century Prophet - Page 49

and she could not be pecified. After the baptizing was over, Bro. Branham went to Brother Wright's
home for supper. Brother Brace, who had been with him during the fulfillment of the other vison, dso
came dong. But at this moment the Spirit spoke to him, saying "Eat no food now, but go to the woods
to pray." So Bro. Branham said, "I'm going to pray awhile, but when supper is ready, ring the bell (they
had an old country dinner bell) and I'll come." Bro. Branham then went into the woods some distance
and started to pray.

But it was difficult to pray asthere were alot of stickers getting into his clothes, and he kept thinking
that he would be late for service. However, he sarted praying with al his heart, and soon he waslogt in
the Spirit. Findly he heard a voice caling from somewhere in the woods. He raised up, the sun had
gone down and it was getting dark. The dinner bell had rung but he had never heard it, and the
searchers had been sent out to find him. As he raised up he saw aydlowish Light, shining down into the
woods out of heaven. A voice spoke saying, "Go by the way of the Carter's™ That was dl. Then he
heard voices in various parts of the woods calling, "Oh Brother Branham." He started out of the woods
and dmogt ran into Brother Wright's arms. Brother Wright informed him, "Dinner has been reedy for an
hour and we have been cadling you. What's the matter?' Brother Branham answered, "I cannot eat. We
are going by the way of Carters. The Lord has sent me that way for the hedling of Georgia." Brother
Wright replied, "Sure enough?' Brother Wright caled, and Brother Brace came. They got into the car
and gtarted for Carters, which was about seven miles away. They told the others to eat and then come
on to church. They couldn't wait for them, as the vison spoke for Brother Branham to go then.

God was working a both ends of the line. Y ou remember it was like that when the angel spoke to
Peter; the people were gathered at Mark's house and they were al praying. Georgia had gotten restless
at this time. The mother was so distressed that she went into the next room and started praying. She
sad, Lord, what am | going to do; that fellow Branham has come here and got my girl so stirred up, and
she has been in a dying condition for nine years. "Who is this man anyhow?" After that she got logt in the
gpirit of prayer. Suddenly she heard a voice which said, "Look up." As she lifted up her head she
thought she saw a shadow upon the wall. She saw that it was a person
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and it gppeared to be Jesus. She asked, "Lord what can | do?" In the vison the Lord said to her, "Who
is this coming in the door?" Then she saw Brother Branham and two men following. She recognized
Brother Branham, by his high forehead, and the Bible he was carrying over his breast. She began
saying, "I'm not dreaming, I'm not dreaming.” She ran into the next room and exclamed, "Georgie,
something has happened!” She began to tdl the vision to her. When she was amost through telling it,
she heard a door dam. She looked and there Brother Branham was just arriving. He didn't knock. He
just entered the door and came in. The mother fell back in the chair, dmogt fainting. Brother Branham
walked draight to the bedside and said, "Sister be of good courage. Jesus Christ, whom you have
served and have loved and have prayed to, has heard your prayer and has sent me according to the
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vision. Stand on your feet for he has heded you."

Brother Branham took her by the hand. Remember she had not raised herself up in bed for many
years. They could hardly put a sheet under her, she was so covered with sores. Her head |ooked amost
square; the eyes were deeply sunk and her arms looked like broomsticks at the widest place. But when
Brother Branham said that Jesus bad hedled her, she immediately arose and got up on her feet! Her
mother started screaming. There she saw her daughter for the firgt timein nine years, walking across the
floor, not by her own power, but by the power of the Holy Spirit, and without any human support. As
Brother Branham turned to go from the building, her sster came running in, and she too began to
scream.

Later, when her father came home and saw his daughter dtting at the piano playing, he dmost
fainted. He went down town and began to tell dl the people what had happened. The girl went out into
the yard, sat down on the grass and began blessng the grass and the leaves. She looked up into heaven
saying, "Oh God, how good Y ou are to me." She was o happy.

At church that night the building was packed. When Sunday came they had another baptizing. Both
Georgie and the Nde girl were baptized a Totton Ford the following Sunday. Georgie is now a piano
player a the Milltown Baptist Church and isin perfect heelth.

The aboveillugrations are only two in number. The truth is thet there have been thousands of visons
relaive to heding that have taken place on the platform. There has never been one falure as to thelr
correctness, and neither will there be,
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Those who have been in Brother Branham's services know that every so often he will say, "Thus
sath the Lord." When he does, what ever he is referring to will come to pass. Never once is there a
falure, If he does not say those words there has been no vision to indicate the positive assurance of the
thing coming to pass. To illudrate thisin order to make it understandable, let us put it thisway. Here are
two people who are crippled who stand before him. To each of these he repeets the vison he has seen
which tells him who the people are, where they are from and what has caused the condition. Then to
one he may say after prayer, "Go your way and believe God.” But to another he may say, "Thus saith
the Lord, you are healed." That person last spoken to Will then arise immediately, or if God chooses to
hedl the person alittle later, it makes no difference for the person will be well. You seg, in the fird case
he had no vison seeing the first one hedled. In the second he saw a vison of the person walking. Every
vigon isfulfilled exactly as seen.

Here is another example of this. In a meeting once, a blind man came for prayer, As he prayed,
Brother Branham said, "Thus saith the Lord, you are hedled.” The man went on hisway as blind as ever.
He went to one of the parties conducting the services with Brother Branham and stated that he was
puzzled over the outcome of that prophecy. The man played back the tape on which the prayer line
sarvice was recorded and sure enough the vison had indicated that Brother Branham said, "Thus saith
the Lord, you are heded." He encouraged the man to bdieve God, telling him that it was true, and that
he was like Abraham of old to whom God said, "I have made you a father of Nations... and | will
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multiply you." To him it meant "l have said you are heded--bedlieve that now it is done” The man was
glad and went about prasing God for his heding. He sold papers for a living so when not crying out
sling, he was praisng God for His goodness. One day while getting a shave the barber jokingly
brought up the subject of heeling and Rev. Branham. The blind man said, "Yes, | know al about that. |
went there. He prayed for me and praise God | am healed." As soon as he said that, he was perfectly
hedled. He legped out of the chair praising and blessng God.
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In January of 1950 while Rev. Branham was conducting services in Houston, Texas, a most amazing
event occurred which established forever the truth that a supernaturd light accompanies his healing
minigtry. It so hgppened that an enraged minister accused Brother Branham of ingnuating that he heded
the Sck. He aso contended that hedling was not for today. So ingstent was he (along with some other
ministers) that some of the officia party decided that a debate was in order. This of course was the
finest grigt for the mills of the press. With what findly turned into alow caliber drama, the so-cdled Rev.
Best asked his photographers (Ayers and Kipperman) to snap pictures while he thrust his fist under the
nose of Rev. Bosworth. As he paraded up and down, he asked for severd more shots. Findly when it
was seen that Rev. Best and his group had won no points but rather that the audience was with the
Branham party, the challenge kept coming for Brother Branham to come forward. Now, Brother
Branham is awise, humble servant of God. He knew that if the actual demongtration of the power of the
true Word would not cause men to see, a debate or argument certainly would not. But findly he came
forward. As he stood in the pulpit the photographers took one more ficture, and that was of Brother
Branham. As the picture was taken, many people (most did not) saw a brilliant light appear over Rev.
Branham's head. When the film was developed at the studio, the eight or nine taken of Rev. Best were
completely negative bt the one with Brother Branham done came clear, and there was the light above
his head. This photograph was taken to Dr. George Lacy who was then head of the F.B.1. |aboratories.
He gave two signed statements that the negative had not been tampered with end that there was no
double exposure, that every known test had been used and the verdict was that this was a true
untouched picture. He personaly indicated that this picture was the only true picture of a supernatura
being anywhere in the world.

Since volumes could truthfully be written on this man's public ministry and since we do not have that
gpace to continue, it is best to tdl of those things which are in his more private minisiry and yet which
have been seen by his companions with him.

Brother Branham loves nature. He hunts and fishes. He rides and walks for miles. Thus the following
of theeillugrations will have to do with forests and hills he loves so dearly.
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An Authenticated Resurrection

One day Brother Branham and Banks and Lyle Woods, (two brothers who were formerly Jehovah
Witnesses) went to Dae Hollow, Tennesseg, to fish. The firs morning out on the water, Banks and Lyle
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began to reminisce about a dear old lady from the Church of God who used to give them fresh bread
and milk to eat. As they thought about her Christian kindness Banks said to Lyle that they ought to go
back and see her and tell her that they were now saved and trying to serve God. When he said that,
Brother Branham felt the Spirit of God move upon him, atracting his atention; and a voice said, "Thus
sth the Lord, in the next few hours there will be a resurrection of a little animd." Immediately he
thought of a little kitten that his son, Joseph, had hugged too hard and then dropped limp on the floor.
He thought perhaps it had now died and that a prayer of faith would raise it up for its owner.

They had fished for afew hours, and then Lyle pulled in alittle Blue Gill. Thet fish was tiny, and yet
in one hite it had devoured entirely the bait and hook. There was no way to get the hook out, s0 Lyle
amply gave the line a hard jerk and the hook came out, but with it came the gills and intestines of the
fish, As he threw the fish into the water he said, "Y ou shot your lagt wad, little fdla™ Thelittle fish gave a
flip or two, fell on its Sde and then floated with the waves, drifting toward the Srore.

About 30 minutes later a strange feding fell over Brother Branham. He looked toward the trees on
the shore line and there moving as a whirlwind came the sound of a rushing wind, and the Spirit of God
gpoke again, "Stand up. Speek to thelittle fish and it Shdl haveitslife”

Immediately he stood to his feet and cried, "Little fish, | give you your life.”

That dead fish, which only seconds before was floating on the lapping waves drifting toward shore
suddenly flipped over and swam like a shot out to the depths. Banks Woods felt the awe of the miracle
and said as did the apogtles of old at the mount of transfiguration, "It is good for us to be here.”

Lyle felt worried and said, "Brother Branham, that was for me, wasn't it?"

"No," replied Brother Branham. "It was not.”

The men were reliable witnesses of this supendous event.

Why had God raised that fish? Were there not hundreds of helpless people on Brother Branham's
prayer lis? Would it not have been better that he raise some cripples, some cancer cases for the glory
of God? Yes, He wants to raise them, and this resurrection of the fish shows that God is the God of the
whole world, great and smdl. As He said, Himsdlf, His eye is on the sparrow. It is on the least. He
wants to care for His creatures, He lovesthem dl.
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The Caribou and the Bear

Brother Branham has aways been a devoted son. So when his mother died he felt her loss most
keenly. But the God of al comfort, comforted his heart concerning her. And as a fond parent knows
how to didract from loss, He gave him avison of a future hunting trip in Canada. He related the entire
vison to his church in Jeffersonville, months before it came to pass.

In the vison he was hunting big game somewhere in North America. He was not &ble to tell just
where, but he knew the kind of game he was going to bag. One of the prizes was a creature that |ooked
like a deer but was very much bigger. He had never seen or hunted onelikeit in hislife. As he went to
hunt the anima he was in the company of two men, one of whom had on a green checked shirt. While
gaking this deer-like creature he saw a doe and fawn of the same breed. After getting in position for a
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good shot he brought the anima down and went over to examine it. As he did so he saw a smal hand
like that of a child's reach out and measure the horn's length. The tape read exactly 42 inches.

As he brought out his trophy he saw a great slver tipped bear, He killed this bear with one shot.
After it lay dead he pondered the thought that he had killed it with just a 270 rifle and 130 grain bullet
which is actudly too smal for game that Sze. He skinned the bear. Then the vison Ieft him.

About a month later a dear friend invited him to go to Alaska to hunt bear and moose. But the
invitation did not seem to fit the vision as the horns of a moose are panded and the creature in the vision
had the horns of a deer.

About another month went by and he recaived an invitation from Bud (Harvey) Southwick, a class
A guide on the Alaskan highway, to come and hunt bear with another Christian Brother, Eddie Byskd,
the guide's pastor. Brother Branham had been up there to hunt before and while there he was able to
help avery sck boy recover his hedth. The hedling was on thiswise.
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Fort St. John is extremely far north. In fact it is up in the Y ukon, where the sun does not redly s; it
just gets gloomy. So the hunters had lots of time to talk about the things of the Spirit. Rev. Byskd was
telling Bud about Brother Branham's meetings, about the visons and the hedlings. Bud then said how
glad he would be to have Brother Branham see his brother who had epilepsy, for he was sure something
good would come of it. He congtantly talked about Brother Branham having avision and praying for the
boy in order that he might be healed.

One day after Brother Branham had just helped his companions to get the horses back onto a trail
from which they had wandered he saw a vison of this young man. He had been riding drag (riding the
end of the trail) so he spurred up to talk to Bud. He told Mr. Southwick that the vison had shown him
that his brother had the saizures from a child, and he proceeded to describe the young man. It was
exactly right. He then told him to send for the man, bring him to Ft. St. John and watch over him. When
the next attack came he wasto tear his shirt off him and throw it in the fire, and the fits would cesse. He
was told to do al in the name of the Lord and victory was assured.

Well, they brought the boy to Ft. St. John. Bud told his wife that he had "Thus saith the Lord,” for
him, so dl they had to do was follow ingructions, The poor fdlow had as many as six fitsaday when he
had a bad time of it. And his next seizure came when Bud was away. But Mrs. Southwick was a
Spirit-filled Christian. That little bit of a thing tore off the shirt and threw it in the fire in the Name of the
Lord Jesus. The fits ceased and never returned.

So when this letter came inviting him to hunt, he felt he ought to go. He and Fred Sothmann started
out, and on the way up told hundreds of people the vison. There were, therefore, many folks who
would wait the outcome of the trip eagerly to see if this were the time or not that the vison would be
fulfilled.

The two men went so far as to try to draw a picture of the setting in the country and of the two
animals that would be taken.

After arriving and talking with his guide, he was informed that there Imply weren't animds like thet
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around there. In the first place even deer were scarce around there; then caribou have panded horns
which the animd did not have in the vison, and trere were no bears around ether, especidly slver
tipped grizzlies. The country was sheep country so they had better stick to that.

Rev Branham was not concerned, for the vison could be fulfilled at alater date. He knew one thing,
the vision would prosper.
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They started out to look for sheep. About three days back in the hills, Eddie fell in a creek, so he went
back down to the trailer to change. The others kept on and reached a higher dtitude. In the morning
they went out and spotted their first try at a kill. They saw a caribou and a cdf. Later they saw some
sheep. Seeing abull caribou, Eddie killed it and they dressed it out and took it into camp.

Brother Branham and Bud then went out with the thought of looking on the other sde of the
mountain for game. Brother Branham decided to scan the mountain view with his glasses. As he did,
there was that anima of the vison. He handed the glasses to Bud. He saw a grest big caribou but with
horns that were different. They were not the paneled kind but more like those of a deer. The anima and
the setting of the scenery were exactly right according to the vison.

Bud then mentioned to Brother Branham that there was supposed to be a bear adso, and even a
man with a green checked shirt. Brother Branham told him to look toward camp. There was Eddiein a
green checked shirt that his wife had packed for him, and he had it on now.

Then Bud looked toward the caribou again. He was sure that it could not be taken as it was looking
right their way and there wasn't enough covering to hide them. But they went on, and that beast didn't
move. They walked up within 35 yards and Rev. Branhan shot the caribou. There were others nearby,
but they had paneled horns.

Now came the question. Would there be a bear, t00? It was something like the Old Testament
question: God has provided manna, but can He provide water, too?

Bud picked up the glasses to scan the mountain. He could see the whole area and there wasntt
either a bear or even a place where a bear could hide. Bud began to doubt, but Brother Branham
reminded him that one of God's Names is "The Lord our Provider.” 1t would be peculiar indeed if God
promised a bear and then couldn't provide one. He gave the ram caught in a thicket to Abraham when
there weren't any rams around there. So a bear ought to gppear on the scene shortly. And it was "Thus
saith the Lord" that it would be a big slver tipped grizzly. They had seen the man in the green checked
shirt; they had dready killed what seemed an "impossble' anima, so they ought to have the third
promise come true.
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They started to walk, with Bud expressing his doubts. Not that he didn't want to believe, but it seemed
pretty hard to believe with the sun going down, and no bear visble and no place for him to hide,

As Bud was scanning the area in one direction, Brother Branham was looking the other way.
Suddenly he asked Bud to turn, and pointing to a spot on the mountain he asked him what he saw.
There was the biggest Slver tipped grizzly Bud had ever seen. He amost collgpsed when he saw it.
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There was that bear on al fours, about as big as a cow. The wind was blowing through his hair, fluffing
it up.

Bud was dl for shooting the bear from that distance but according to the vision they were to come
within 500 yards. He was afraid of getting too close, for a bear with a bullet in his heart can sill come
charging and killing, for grizzlies are killers end once were known as the terror of the plain, and often
cdled by the Indians, "The bear that waks like aman.”

So they waked on toward the bear. All the while Brother Branham carried that smdl 270 with the
130 grain bullets. Bud knew that he needed a great Wesatherby at least. But the vision had said a smdll
gun at a close distance. The bear would be hit and would come rolling down amost across their fest.

Now a vigon is a fine thing to have, but to be a part of it and fulfill it in face of grave danger is
another thing. The Apostle Paul had the vision of the ship breaking up and going down and yet dl men,
even non-swimmers, were to get to shore safely. The vison was wonderful, but it took courage for Paul
to be the leader in it. So the two men went on. Brother Branham encouraged Bud with the thought that
even if he had but a B. B. gun he could get him, because God's word can't fail.

Sowly but surely they went closer with Bud asking for a shot in the back to bregk the back bone
and cord and render him hepless. But Brother Branham determined it would be in the heart for
disobedience to the vision could be failure or disaster. It was suggested that Bud stay behind. No, he
wouldn't Say.

Within 300 yards they topped alittle knoll and there he was. That huge grizzly saw them, and when
he did, he charged. As he drove toward them, Rev. Branham shot him in the heart. The charge was very
swift, for of course he was coming down hill. But suddenly hefdl over within a matter of only 50 yards
from the men.

The bear was dead. It was al perfect according to the vision.
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Bud could hardly talk anymore. If the horns of the caribou would measure exactly 42 inches when they
measured them at camp he fet he would start screaming. Brother Branham told him he felt he ought to
gart screaming right now because they would be exactly 42 inches.

When they got to the camp, Brother Branham told Bud to watch for Eddi€e's little son who was in
camp, to come measure the horns, because it was the hand of a little fellow that he saw in the vison.
When Eddie got the tape out to measure the horns, he called his son over to hold the end of it and there
was that smdl hand holding the tape, exactly according to the vison. They measured exactly 42 inches.

Bud could hardly spesk. He had seen amost too much, and turned to Brother Bill in wonder and
asked him, if Brother Bill would tdl him (Bud) where be would be next year. He fdt he might as well
know everything, he had seen and found out so much now.

Now why does God do things like this? Because he loves us and cares for us. He wants to be in
our lives dl the way. Some day we will redize that. | only hope it won't betoo late.

The fulfillment of visons is a tremendous thing; but Rev. Branham's ministry has yet another phase
that makes one marvel. His new ministry is one wherein he speaks the word and it comes to pass even
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as he has spoken it. Thisis according to Mark 11:23 "Whosoever shdl say unto this mountain, Be thou
removed and be thou cagt into the sea, and shdl not doubt in his heart but shdl believe those things
which he saith shal come to pass, he shdl have whatsoever he saith." Here are afew illudtrations of that
spoken word coming to pass.

HEALING OF SISTER BRANHAM

Back in about 1950 when Rev. Branham was in Cdifornia ministering to the sick, he told Sigter
Millikian who wasiill at the time that she was suffering with Milk Leg. The lady fdt that Snce she did not
fed any symptoms of such a disease that it was hardly possble that this was true. Brother Branham
showed her the Sgn in his hand that indicated the condition. Then to show her that when one is perfectly
well there is no manifestation in his hand, he reached over taking his wifeé's hand and said, "Now will you
notice there is no change in the condition or color of my hand when | take my wife's hand in mine" But
like a bolt of lightning hitting him he spoke out, "Meda, | did not know thet there was anything wrong
with you. You have acys on the left ovary.” "Wdl," said Sister Branham, "1 fed perfectly well."
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"That isfine" said Brother Branham, "but it isthere just the same.”

Now Sister Branham does not give natura birth to a child. Her children have been born by way of
caesarean operation. She aready had one daughter, Becky, so when she was to be delivered of her
second child, Brother Branham asked the doctor to look for tre cyst. The doctor did so, but saw
nothing.

Years went by and she fdt fine. Then her third and last child was born. Again the doctor saw no
ggn of acyd.

But in 1962 Sgter Branham began to fed uncomfortable with a pain in the left Sde. The sSde dso
began to swell alittle. She went to see a doctor and was told that she had a cyst that turned into a small
tumor. He advised an operation.

However, the family is afamily of faith and they were determined to wait upon the Lord. The tumor
kept on growing. They moved from Jeffersonville to Tucson. The doctor who was in charge of her in
Louisville, Kentucky, wrote a letter and sent reports with her to a new and fine doctor in Tucson. By
this time the growth was so large as to cause red discomfort and give the doctors concern lest it be
malignant. Yet the operation was postponed, not only to still seek God, but in hopes that she could
weather the sorm until after Chrismas of 1963 in order to alow the family to return to Jeffersonville for
the holidays.

Now at this time Brother Branham had just come from New York where he had a series of
meetings. He knew how sick his wife was and how needful the operation was. She had just phoned and
said that she could hardly wak and the doctor was pressing for an operation. He asked her to bear up a
bit and see if she could make it. Feding desperatdly sorry for her, he went into the living room of his
home in Jeffersonville (he had stopped off at the old pastorium on his way to a Shreveport meeting from
whence he would go to Tucson) and kndlt down by the ottoman they usualy prayed around as afamily.
Praying with compassion and sincerity, he begged God to be merciful to her.



The Books Page: 40

Then came the awareness of God. The pillar of fire hung in the room. The voice of God spoke to
him, "Stand up on your feet. Say whatever you will and it will be exactly as you say it." Fully aware of
this tremendous promise he said, "Let it be that just tefore the doctor touches her, the tumor will

disappear.”
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Now the very next day Sister Branham and Sister Norman went to see the doctor for another check
up. The nurse helped her put on the white gown preparatory for the examination. She could hardly get
up on the table. The doctor came in, looked over his charts and then leaned toward her to examine the
gze of the swelling. Just as his hand descended and was about to touch her, she fdt a cool, shrinking
feding in her sde. The doctor fet her left Sde; then be walked around and fdlt her right Sde. In avery
puzzled manner said, "That swelling was on your left Sde, waan't it Mrs. Branham?'

"Yes dr, it was" said Sister Branham.

He searched intently and findly said. "I don't know what has happened. All | know is that there is
no tumor here now. It isgone. | can't explain it but you have nothing to worry about.”

When next Brother Branham phoned his wife from Shreveport. She said, "Bill you know that
tumor..." He brokein, "Yes, honey, | know. It isgone.”

She sad, "How did you know?'

And hetold her the story.

GOD'S GIFT TO SISTER MOSIER

During the squirrd hunting season of 1962 Brother Branham and Brother Wood were invited to
come in to the home of Sster Hattie Mosier for the noon med. Now Sister Moser is a very wonderful
Chrigtian widow, who with her two sons subsists on a mere pittance. Y et she faithfully tithes and gives
to the welfare of others, never thinking of hersdf. She has a crippled sister who has never walked. This
sainted lady is atestimony to God. Her home has the atmosphere that becomes a Chrigtian lady.

While gtting esting they were dl taking about the good things of God. Brother Branham was
gpesking of the Word and the ministry of the Spirit and kindred things of grace. Suddenly during an
especidly blessed part of the conversation Sister Mosier said, "Brother Branham, that is exactly true.”

When she said that the spirit of God came upon Brother Branham and he said, "Sister Mosier, for
that saying, God has told me to tdll you that you can have anything you want."

What heavenly power filled that room. Tears rolled down the guest's faces. "Whatsoever you want.
Itisyours. | giveit to you in the Name of the Lord," repeated Brother Branham.

Sister Mosier said, "I don't know what to ask for."

"You can ask for your crippled sster. She will be hedled. You are very poor and need money. Ask
for it, if youwant it. Ask out of your heart and it isyours."
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She looked a him for a moment, and then out of her heart said, "Brother Branham, my two sons are
not saved. That iswhat | want. May they be saved?"
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He sad, "'l give you your two sonsin the name of the Lord.”

Those boys who before had been laughing and jesting as boys do. They who had no thought of
turning to God, nor any desire to serve Him, suddenly turned pale. God's Spirit came upon them in soul
shaking dynamism and they cried out and fell down in repentarce before the Lord.

Those boys were saved. Today they are members of the tabernacle. They are living for God. They
felowship the Saints at the table of the Lord and in foot-washing, and have a testimony unto the Lord
both by voice and conduct.

It would hardly be right to conclude this portion of the vindication without the Sgn from heaven. You
reca| that the Pharisees wanted a sign from heaven. It seems many today want a sgn from heaven, too.
We have dready seen the one of the star appearing, but here is another.

THE CLOUD OF ANGELS

For many years Brother Branham knew by revelation that a time would come when God would
demand of him that he move out West. Without receiving a direct revelaion from God he fdt that he
would like to go to Tucson. He, therefore, planned accordingly.

On Dec, 22, 1962, as he was arisng from bed a vison broke before his eyes. He saw himsdlf out in
Arizona standing on a mountain, overlooking Tucson. He leaned over to pick sand burrs out of his
trouser leg. His son, Joseph, appeared to be standing near by. He stood upright, and as he did, there
came ablast out of heaven from the south. It was such ablast that it shook the mountains, causing rocks
to rumble down the dopes. Like a quake it rocked the hills. As this thunderous blast shook the earth, a
blaze of light which turned into a group of seven mighty angels swept him up with tremendous speed.
The impact of this vison was S0 greet that he literdly fet dazed for severd days. He wondered if it
meant death. He thought he ought to discount that as coseph was near him and unhurt by the shock of
the blagt.
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Having discussed this peculiar vison with the author on Dec. 26, we fdt, knowing this wonderful
prophet of God, that the angels who came with the voice of thunder were sent from God as a token that
he would know what was in the tenth chapter of Revelation concerning the seven thunders that John
heard but did not write. This was a supposition. No one knew for sure what it meant.

Rev. Branham moved to Tucson immediaidy. And not being in meetings a the moment he went
hunting out in the mountains with two friends, Gene Norman and Fred Sothmann. The two friends did
not go in the immediate company of Rev. Branham as they hunted, but were some distance apart. As
Rev. Branham was on the mountain dope he bent over to pick afew sand burrs out of his trouser leg.
As he did s0, a mighty blast came out of the south rocking the mountains so that the boulders rolled
down the dopes, and little rocks seemed to dance up and down. For a moment he was fearful that
some hunter had shot him. He was so shocked by it dl. Then there came in redlity seven mighty angels
like a pyramid or the letter "V," swooping toward him with the speed of light. He seemed caught up in
them, and with their awful thunder. Then avoice cried, "Go back east." He knew it was time to go back
to Jeffersonville to preach the seven sedls and reved the unwritten mysteries of the thunders in the book
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of Revddion.

Now here isthe truth. The two men who were with him ran and tried to find him. They had seen the
light but had not seen the angels in the blinding light. They heard the terrible thunder as it roared out of
the south. They saw the man of God shaken by the mighty vison.

This scene took place outsde of Hagdtaff, Arizona. On the exact day and time of this tremendous
event, what gppeared to be a cloud formed in the sky. It was thirty miles across and twenty-sx miles
high. It was in that pat of the atmosphere where no clouds ever form, nor can they form. On
investigation (many photographs were taken) they found that there had been no jets in the air and they
knew of no way the clouds could have been formed. The meteorologists wrote a scientific paper on this
peculiar ova shaped cloud that was so huge and sped toward the east. No one has any idea where it
came from, how it got there, and where it went.

But the people who know the truth know about that cloud--a cloud of angels that God alowed to
manifest themselves to puzzle the eyes of the world.

Twentieth Century Prophet - Page 63

Life Magazine of May 17, 1963 has four pictures of the cloud.

Science Magazine of April 19, 1963, front cover, also has the picture.

In March Rev. Branham came back east to preach on the sedls. From the 17th to the 24th he
taught. What he taught he had never previoudy known. In fact, he taught in such a way as to correct
certain things he had previoudy taught. The reason for the correction was, that each day while he waited
on God, that amber flame of fire appeared, and, out of the cloud the voice of God spoke revealing to
him the exact truth of the contents of the Sedls and what the seven thunders uttered.

"Thus saith the Lord,” in the mouth of a prophet has returned to this generdion--the last
generation--for dl things are coming to pass according to the Word of the Lord.
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CHAPTER 4

CONCLUSIONS

Having set forth both the scripture and the unusud vindication of the Prophet-Messenger, it is well
to corrdate both and see in them the marvelous works of God. Think for a moment on the fact that this
man is often self-vindicated. In other words there have been times when he has given his tesimony and
asked others to accept him as aman sent from God. There is not a prophet who appeared on the scene
at any time but had to do likewise. When Moses appeared before Israel he said, "God spoke to me out
of & burning bush." He then proceeded to prove it by the two signs he had from God. The immediate
reaction was twofold, some believed and others said, "We weren't there. How do we know that God
gpoke to you from a cloud of fire?' But Moses was not discouraged. He kept on. He knew that God
was with him in his cdling, for the voice that he was obeying was a Scripturd Voice. A true prophet like
Moses will always be one with the Word. The Voice that cried out of the bush spoke the Word of God
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asit had been given to that great prophet, Abraham. It said, "I remember my promise to my people.” So
Moses listened and obeyed, and in so doing he brought the promise of God for the people of that
generation.

Think of John the Bapti<t, the grestest prophet, at least up to that time. What was his witness? John
1:31-34, "And | knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am | come
baptizing with water. And John bare record, saying, | sew the Spirit from heaven descending like a
dove, and it abode upon him. And | knew him not; but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same
sad unto me, Upon whom thou shdt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost, and | saw and bare record that this is the Son of God." Now here
was John with his witness. He said "God spoke to me and told me what | have just told you." There
again we have an immediate reaction that was two-fold. Some believed and others said, "We weren't
there, so we don't know if there was a voice or not, Furthermore, what sign can you show us?"'
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Thus it is with William Branham. He spesks of seeing a light gppearing over people. That light was
actualy photographed, and you can see it in this book. Yet very few have actudly seen that light. Now
whether you accept his testimony or not is up to yo, but remember right now you have accepted that of
John and he did not have the sgns following him that most prophets hed.

Furthermore, it is with Rev. Branham as it was with Moses, for the pillar of fire is absolutely
scriptural. And S0 is the voice, for it has never deviated from the Word. From him, then, we are bound
to hear and learn the promise of God for this age.

William Branham aso says that an angd gppears to him. He even describes him. Y our reaction is up
to you. You can believe or dishelieve. But no man has a right to repudiate ancther, especidly if the
clamant is on drict Bible grounds—-angelic appearances are pogtively Biblicd. A sdf-witness is
absolutely Scripturd. God backs up the reveation. As it was with Paul who came with the complete
revelaion to the Gentiles, God bearing him witness both with divers sgns, and miracles and wonders
and gifts of the Holy Ghogt, so God has borne witness to William Branham for there has not been one
time when the vison failed. Nor has there been one time when he has said "Thus saith the Lord,” thet the
word in his mouth ever falled. Though one might be censured for the following, yet it ought to be said.
There are very few scripturd evidences in the Bible to vindicate the revelation ministry of Paul. That
God actudly gave him the complete reveation he lays clam to has but little phenomend proof from
God. YET NO ONE DOUBTS, AND NO ONE SHOULD DOUBT THE AUTHENTICITY OF
THE MAN HIMSELF AND THE REVELATION. And today, this man, William Branham has had
literdly thousands of manifested vindications from God, and with his life containing dl the other factors
that make up the prophetic office, HE OUGHT TO BE RECEIVED FOR WHAT HE IS--HE MUST
BE RECEIVED FOR WHAT HE IS.. "Thus sdth the Lord" in his mouth by the Holy Ghogt is
absolutdy no different from the "Thus saith the Lord" in the mouth of Paul, for it is the ssme Holy Ghost.

The Holy Spirit that spoke in the pillar of fire to Maoses is the same Spirit that fell at Pentecost as a
cloud of fire, and is the same light exactly that gppeared to Paul and blinded him and spoke to him, and
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that Light or Fire is now with us again and the voice isthe SAME VOICE for the SAME SIGNS ARE
GIVEN as before, and the prophetic utterance never fails. It is thus the rankest unbelief for men to
come to this Prophet and hear him reved without one mistake ever the various allments and problems
that beset the supplicant who comes for prayer,
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and then turn from that sgn and say that he is a prophet only in discerning, but not a prophet in the
Word. Oh, faithless one, can you not see that the Sign is to attract your attention that you might believe
the Word? It isthe WORD that counts, and the Sgnisto lead you to it.

But man runs true to form as ever he did. When Jesus came He attracted them by the miracles of
hedling, the water turned to wine, the loaves and fishes multiplied. But when He began to teach aword
that differed from theirs-when He laid out for them the true doctrines-they turned far from Him. And
S0 it was, that, when Rev. Branham first appeared on the scene, thousands were hedled with never a
miss. Nothing stood before him. Then he came teaching the Word. God had sent him with a message.
But the messace differed radicaly from that of the organized churches message. For this he was
repudiated. But God remains true. He that believes His prophets shdl prosper.

In March of 1963, the 17th to the 24th, this man received by direct revelation through the voice
speeking out of a pillar of fire, the exact and perfect interpretation of the Seven Sedls. These messages
are on tapes and will soon bein print.

The voice that spoke to him EXPLAINING the meaning was the SAME VOICE that gave to John
the Beloved the originad unexplained revelation. Dare any deny it and clam the vision fase, we can but
say to him, "What proof do you want that a man is a prophet? You cannot go beyond the Scripture that
lays down the laws. All have been fulfilled. Nothing is lacking. And if you want a Sgn of your own ask
for it. It but proves that the same unbdlief existstoday asit did in Isradl, for, while the true elect received
Chrigt, based on the sign of reading the hearts of men, the darkened Pharisees stood back repudiating
that sgn and asked for another. Then when they had crucified the Lord they regped their grim reward
from God for Titus destroyed the city with such feracity that the blood of those put to the sword filled
the gutters while the crosses of those pinioned thereon filled the landscape. "He that regects you,
regecteth ME" --is dill the Word of the Almighty.

The mighty experiences in William Branham's life are too numerous and Biblicd to pass by. Take
the time that he was baptizing in the Ohio River and 4000 saw the pillar of fire descend. A voice came
out of that cloud and spoke to him saying, "As John the Baptist was the forerunner of the first coming of
Chrigt so your MESSAGE (and the world repudiates it)
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is to forerun the Second Coming of Chrigt." Compare this with John baptizing in Jordan. John was the
prophet. The Word aways comes to the prophet. There He (the Word) came manifested in flesh. The
forerunner and the King were face to face. Soon the Christ was manifested for what He was and John
decreased. Think now of how this Prophet in 1933 was baptizing in water. He was a prophet, but
unknown to be such amongst the people. Now the SAME WORD again comes to the prophet, for the
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Word aways comes to the grophet. The same light that appeared to Paul and was seen by many once
more gppeared and was seen by many. And as only Paul heard that voice, so only Wm. Branham heard
that voice, but he revealed what the voice said. And soon that manifested Word will return to take His
Bride. That is what the message is for. It is to make ready the people of the last day. May those who
hear it ligen.

When this prophet of God spoke on the Church Ages (which Shall aso be in book form) he asked
God for asgn that dl that he had taught had truly been taught him by the Spirit. There for fifteen minutes
300 people saw the pillar of fire gppear on the wall of the Branham Tabernacle in Jeffersonville, Indiana.

It has been amazing to many people that this end time prophet to the Gentiles is American born of
Irish and Indian descent. But though we have no Biblicd dam for his ancestry we have Biblicd clams
for hishirth in this country. In Zech. 14:6-7 relative to the Coming of the Lord it says, "And it shdl come
to passin that day, that the light shal not be clear nor dark: but it shdl be one day which shal be known
to the Lord, not day nor night, but it shal come to pass, that a evening time it shal be light." The sun
ss in the Wedt. It rises in the East. The sun of Righteousness rose in the East, Palestine. The church
was born at Jeruslem. Since then in every age the Gospel has moved west.

The lagt three ages have been the most noticegble in the westward move. In the reformation or
Sardis Age it was dready in western Europe. In the Philadelphian Age it swung further west across the
channd into Britain. In this last (Laodicean) age it has siwung across the Atlantic to America, which now
in its turn has become the vita bastion and disseminator of the Gospel, even as Europe was formerly.
Now if we leave the shores of America we will be heading for the East. There is nowhere ese to go.
Light at eventide means light in America. Thus the Prophet-M essenger must come from this nation.
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Indeed many years ago before this name was even known it was prophesied concerning him caling
him by name. It was said that just before the coming of the Lord there would arise a prophet by the
name of William Branham and he would be known on the west coast of America for his minidry. It is
drange but true that his minigtry is best received in the West and God has granted that many mighty
wonders have been done there. Even today he has moved from Indiana to a more Westerly state and
plans on residing in awestern location.

Since this man's minidry is that of Elijah to this age, then we can surdy find ample scriptura
description. Examine Elijah's nature. The nature of Elijah was that of a man of the wilderness. He was
neither sophigticated nor palitica in his gpproach to the age in which he had lived. He was boldly and
bluntly sold out to God and his speech was not known to go beyond a message from the Lord. He
separated himsdf from the religious order of the day which was the school of the prophets and their
adherents. He abhorred perverted womanhood and withstood the prophetess (false religious systems)
of hisday.

Now then, when this ministiry came upon Wm. Branham, we saw the very atitudes and responsesin
hislifeaswedid in Elijah's.

Bring this down to John the Baptist and again we see the exact nature, attributes and manners of
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Elijah. With an ear to hear, and an eye to seg, it should be the least of difficulties to find this man today
who has the Elijah minigry. Thereisno man living who has dl this naturd and supernaturd vindication as
does this man, William Branham, servant of the living God.

A superdtitious people often carry a peculiar truth too far. But there is a peculiar truth that should
not be passed over, and yet must not be given a meaning beyond its value. The origind family name of
this man is Branam. His father decided for some reason to add an H to the name; making it Branham.
This would not merit any specid attention except that now today in the field of spiritua endeavor there
are two men whose names end in HAM: Graham and Branham. In their particular minigtries they are by
far the greatest. Now consider that we live in the time that pardlds the days of Lot. We now find a
peculiar coincidence. Abram had his name changed to Abraham in order to recelve the Son. This man's
name was changed adso. And see his ministry. He is a praphet to this day, even as Abraham was the
prophet to his day. So Rev. Branham is receiving the reveation by the Holy Spirit as to what God is
about to do. And whereis Rev. Graham? He is down in dl the churches, nomind and otherwise, calling
out to men to escape for their lives sake. Thisis more than coincidence. Thisis factud.
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Carry this thought of the days of Lot a little further. It was in the heet of the day that God first
appeared. It was on a hot Sunday in June in 1933 that the pillar of fire first gppeared and was seen by
severa thousand, when he first was warned about what God was going to do. This was a long time
before Rev. Graham was heard of. But now in the evening hours, just the same time the angdl's went to
warn Lot, this man Graham has appeared to warn men of the soon coming of Chrigt, to repent of Sn
and fleefor their lives.

One might well ask, "Who is the other man typified by the angel sounding to the snful?* Since these
three in the day of Lot dl were in one area we can see wdl that three Americans will be anti-types.
Branham, Graham, Roberts. But notice that of those three names the world knows only two: Graham
and Roberts. These are they who are on radio, television, etc. But where is Branham? As the prophet
(typed out in Abraham) he is back there in the hill country with the dect, receiving the reveations of
God for the correctness of the interpretation of the Word in order to bring the Bride back to being a
Word Bride that she once more may be the loyd wife and show forth the mightier works that are the
portion of a sanctified church.

Now the above may sound presumptuous to say the least. It will be contended that no one has the
right to elevate any one man to such a high postion and adjudge others to be doing a work of less
importance. Not so. This is the sovereignty of God. God made that choice, not we. But think; is it not
S0 that there is never more than one maor prophet a atime? Is it not true that God has never used a
group of men to reved truth as many would have us believe is taking place today? Not even the
apostles were &llowed the revelation by group process. Peter was the first prophet and spokesman, and
then Paul, and Paul adone was the prophet messenger to the Gentiles. Then when al were dead save
John, he became the prophet in that hour. Surely this is correct. God tas to have His prophet for this
day and to him aone, through proper vindication, will come the correctness of the interpretation of the
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Word and its gpplication to this last day.
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It might be argued here, then, that if such be the case, and there is to arise a prophet amongst us, he
could well write another Bible. Now, let us consder that. The same Spirit that WROTE the Bible is
now again in man to REVEAL the Bible. That is right. And if that Spirit were to dictate another Bible it
would end up by being EXACTLY the same Bible aready written. It would have to be, for not one
word could be changed. Not even a dotting of an 'i" or acrossing of a't." Thusit would be fally to
suggest another Bible. It is anything but folly to expect a revelaion of the Word for the Word does not
only come to the prophet, but to the prophet dso comes the revelation of the Word to the people for
that day. And that is what we are interested in--the revelation of the Word. Its exact interpretation by
the SAME SPIRIT that wrote it.

This premise leads us to a profound concluson. This man's voice Will be to us just as much the
voice of God as was Paul's when he spoke to the first church age. In Thes. 2:13, "For this cause dso
thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the Word of God which ye heard of us, ye
received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth the Word of God." To deny that God has raised
up a prophet to reved the myseries of the ages to this day, and to deny that his voice is the voice of
God to this generdtion is to deny that that voice of Paul was the voice of God to that day. This does
NOT make aprophet literdly God to the people. But it does clarify Ex. 4:16b "And thou shat beto him
instead of God." Moses was God to Aaron because the Word of God came through Mosesto Aaron.
Aaron did not have the prophetic office (a gift from God) so he could not himsdf go to God for
revelation. Moses did that. Aaron accepted it. The same holds today. God has told usin Rev. 10:7 that
it is a PROPHET who s going to declare the mysteries of the ages and reved thereby the seven
thunders that were sealed up. THEN WE, TOO, MUST HEAR THE VOICE OF GOD THROUGH
A PROPHET THAT WILL BE GOD TO USIN THAT CAPACITY. BUT THERE ISWHERE IT
ENDS. Y ou don't go beyond that, but neither do you dare stay short of it.

To dlarify this further, compare John 10:34-36 and Ps. 82:6 "l have said, Ye are gods; and al of
you are children of the most High." Now the Word of God comes TO the Prophet. It does not come
any other way. Paul made this very clear to the Corinthians.
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"What? came the Word of God out from you? or came it unto you only?' The Word of God aways
comes To the prophet, and then Through the prophet to the people. So then, God calls those to whom
the Word comes for the people, gods. The prophets have aways been as God through this process to
the people. When the prophet, Samuel, was rgected, God said, "They have not rgected you, but me."
Samud was God to the people by means of the Word that came to him. This goes back again to Deut.
18, where the people refused to deal with God directly lest they die, and so God gave them prophets.
These prophets dealing with the people by the reveded will of God brought God to the people,

To daify this even further, compare the three titles of Jesus. He was cdled the Son of Man, the
Son of God, the Son of David. He called Himself the Son of Man continually because He was the
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Prophet. Thisis seen in Ezekid being caled by God, "Son of Man." Ezekid was the prophet. Jesus was
the prophet. Today, He is the Son of God, arisen and glorified. He is yet to be the Son of David. Now
then, note, Luke 17:30, and do not fail to see this. "Even thus shdl it be in the day when the Son of Man
is revedled." What day? Asit was in the time of Sodom. But what was revealed in that day? Was it not
that God appeared in flesh as a prophet to Abraham and Sarah just prior to the coming son, Isaac?
(type of Christ) Now if Jesus is to reved Himsdlf once more &s the Son of Man in this last day, and
"Son of Man" was Histitle as a prophet, then it is necessary that the Spirit of God come to the people
once more in a Word-vindicated Prophet who will point the church to the coming of the son. (Jesus)
Thus, for God to be true to His Word, He has to send us a prophet. We are looking for a prophet. We
arelooking for Elijah. It isthat evident, and exactly that correct.

Again, let me admonish you that the people of God will not come together and be perfected against
His coming by groups with various idess and opinions. It was ONE, (M oses) who came with the Word.
It was ONE (John) who came before Jesus. Again, it will be ONE prophet with the Word who will
come with aWord ministry that will sheke loose the people of God from the world and establish them in
righteousness. Asto the correctness of these pronouncements, smply look around and ask yoursdlf this,
"Who is agreeing with whom on the Word?" It is evident that people are not of one mind--we need
again the mind of God--we need again, "Thus saith the Lord'--we need the vindicated prophet.
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It would hardly be fitting to end this dissertation without commenting on what might be a mgor
argument from some. There are those who contend that God is not manifested in the life of a Chrigtian
through acts of power, but through the fruit of the Spirit only. Our claim is that both are necessary
according to the Word of the Lord as reveded through Paul, who had both the power and the fruit.
That which was attributable to Paul can now be attributed to William Branham, the Messenger of God
to this age. Though dl men, if s0 indined, could repudiate his minisry and brand him fase, ther
adlegations would summarily crumble when faced with his consecrated and blameess life. No man walks
with such power and yet such humility. He invarigbly esteems others better than himsdlf. The needs of
others are aways placed above his own needs. He never defends himsdf agang an enemy, but
commits al to God. He never has asked or sought payment when defrauded. 1t can never be said that
he refused to give when he had it in his power to do so. In aday when al men seek to be greet, he has
congtantly sought to be smdll, that God might receive al the glory. He has never sought to have large
programs. He does not enjoy large holdings of property. He never gppeds for money. Not once has he
asked to be served, but asks rather how he might serve others. In times of bitter loss and tota
dgjection, sorrowing and alone, he has worshipped and served his Maker, and loved and honored
God's people. If one desires to look for fruit in aundance as a criterion, let him look to this prophet of
God with admiration and be simulated to follow in such footsteps.

Findly, let it be sad that if this man is such a man as has been contended, will he not cause undue
atitudes in some of those who follow with him? That is so. There will be those who attribute to him
what he is not. For them we are sorry. There will be those who denounce him and would destroy him.
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For those we fear, remembering Miriam and the sons of Aaron and the Princes in Isradl who railed
agang Moses. To those who would not give him the place that God has chosen him to, we fear the
mog, for their hearts will no doubt become darker and their ways more adamant until they blagpheme
the Holy Ghost. But to those who receive a prophet in the name of a prophet we most signally recdl to
your minds the Word of God, "YE SHALL RECEIVE A PROPHET'S REWARD," éll that his office
entails--in short, whatever God chooses to pour through him for the people--all that is yours by faith.
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This picture taken at Aberdeen, N.C. in June of 1962 is no less amazing than that taken in Houston,
Texas wherein the Spirit of Life is seen photographed above the head of William Branham. Rev.
Branham had just pointed to the woman and told her that she was shadowed by death due to cancer,
and had but a short time to live unless God undertook for her. A lady, upon hearing Brother Branham
say this, fet so impeled in her spirit to take a picture of this dying woman that she did so. When the film
was developed the black mask of death was clearly seen over this woman's head. It is absolutely
amazing but this 'hood of deeth' looks exactly like the hood that the executioner would place on his head
before he took the life of his victim. Later when another picture was taken there was no death mask
upon the sgter's face. Today that lady iswell and without asign of cancer.

How dartling to redlize that the camera has caught for dl to see the Light of Life and the Shadow of
Desth.
[Picture of "hood of desth’]




