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#74 Life of Christ no 14 You can not serve self and please God

1 Ephesians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and
faithful in Christ Jesus:

2 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3
THE MESSAGE TRANSLATION ROMANS 8:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined
us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the
glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.
5-8Those who think they can do it on their own end up obsessed with measuring their own moral muscle but
never get around to exercising it in real life. Those who trust God's action in them find that God's Spirit is in
them-living and breathing God! Obsession with self in these matters is a dead end; attention to God leads us out
into the open, into a spacious, free life. Focusing on the self is the opposite of focusing on God. Anyone
completely absorbed in self ignores God, ends up thinking more about self than God. That person ignores who
God is and what he is doing. And God isn't pleased at being ignored.
9-11But if God himself has taken up residence in your life, you can hardly be thinking more of yourself than of
him. Anyone, of course, who has not welcomed this invisible but clearly present God, the Spirit of Christ, won't
know what we're talking about. But for you who welcome him, in whom he dwells-even though you still
experience all the limitations of sin-you yourself experience life on God's terms. It stands to reason, doesn't it, that
if the alive-and-present God who raised Jesus from the dead moves into your life, he'll do the same thing in you
that he did in Jesus, bringing you alive to himself? When God lives and breathes in you (and he does, as surely as
he did in Jesus), you are delivered from that dead life. With his Spirit living in you, your body will be as alive as
Christ's!
12-14So don't you see that we don't owe this old do-it-yourself life one red cent. There's nothing in it for us,
nothing at all. The best thing to do is give it a decent burial and get on with your new life. God's Spirit beckons.
There are things to do and places to go!
15-17This resurrection life you received from God is not a timid, grave-tending life. It's adventurously expectant,
greeting God with a childlike "What's next, Papa?" God's Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who we really
are. We know who he is, and we know who we are: Father and children. And we know we are going to get what's
coming to us-an unbelievable inheritance! We go through exactly what Christ goes through. If we go through the
hard times with him, then we're certainly going to go through the good times with him!
7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 8
which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made known to us the mystery of His
will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of
the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both[a] which are in heaven and which are on
earth-in Him. 11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him
who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the
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praise of His glory.

13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

4
15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to
give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your
understanding[c] being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the
glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe,
according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.

5
22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His
body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

6
Romans 8
King James Version (KJV)
8 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit.
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the
Spirit.
6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
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11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.
13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall
live.
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together.
18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall
be revealed in us.
19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.
20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same
in hope,
21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of
the children of God.
22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.
23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.
24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?
25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.
26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the
saints according to the will of God.
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brethren.
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30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and
whom he justified, them he also glorified.
31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us
all things?
33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.
34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand
of God, who also maketh intercession for us.
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword?
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